AMHRC/MHRMI/GHM INFO SHEET

INFORMATION FOR MACEDONIANS TRAVELLING TO GREECE

OVERVIEW

The Australian Macedonian Human
Rights Committee (AMHRC),
Macedonian Human Rights Movement
International (MHRMI) and the Greek
Helsinki Monitor (GHM) have jointly
prepared the following information for
ethnic Macedonians (travelling on any
passport) wishing to enter Greece.

In  past instances, Greek border
authorities have denied some
Macedonians entry into the country on
discriminatory and highly dubious
grounds. Therefore the purpose of this
brochure is to provide Macedonians
travelling on Australian, Canadian, US,
Macedonian and other passports with
information on the general requirements
for entering Greece and what to do in
the event that they are denied entry into
the country.

This leaflet is not intended to discourage
individuals from visiting Greece. On the
contrary, we encourage people to visit
their family and friends in Aegean
Macedonia (Greece) and wish to
facilitate greater trans-frontier contacts
and  cultural exchanges amongst
Macedonians and others.

While every effort has been made to
ensure that the information contained in
this leaflet is accurate and up-to-date, it
remains the responsibility of each
individual to check the requirements for
entering Greece as they relate to their
personal situation.

WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR
ENTERING GREECE?

Australian, Canadian, US, and all EU
passport holders do not require visas to
enter Greece for tourist purposes and
may stay for up to 90 days in the country
without a visa.

Macedonian citizens also do not require
a visa to enter Greece for stays of up to
90 days, however there are special
arrangements in place at the border i.e.
the Greek police issue a special
document to such passport holders.

Last updated: 1 August 2012

WHO HAS BEEN DENIED ENTRY INTO
GREECE IN THE PAST?

Technically, each state has the right to
grant or deny a person entry into their
territory. Despite holding a valid visa or
not being required to hold a visa for
entry, there is no automatic right to
entry. However, Greece is using this as
an excuse to deny Macedonians entry
based solely on their ethnicity. The
overwhelming majority of visitors to
Greece do not face problems entering
the country. This is also true for most
Macedonians, however there have been
cases in the past where entry has been
denied to some Macedonians travelling
on foreign passports. Here are some
examples and categories of people who
have been affected:

* Macedonians born in Greece

This is the most common category of
people who are denied entry into
Greece. Under normal circumstances
such persons should be allowed to
return to their country of birth, however
there have been cases where Australian,
Canadian and Macedonian citizens have
been denied entry for a variety of
reasons including:
- Having their place of birth recorded in
their  foreign passport under the
Macedonian or traditional name and not
the Greek or current name of the place,
eg: “Lerin” instead of “Florina”. This is
one of the most common reasons that
Macedonians born in Greece are denied
entry into the country.
- Being declared a “security threat”
and/or being placed on the National
Registrar of Undesired Persons (black list).
Although they are not told of the reason
for their inclusion in the registrar, it is
usually related to their pro-Macedonian
orientation or activism in the country
where they now reside. This is uncommon
and will not affect most people. However
persons who have been prominent human
rights activists in the past could fall into
this category.

* Macedonians born elsewhere

- In the past, Macedonians who were not born
in Greece have been denied entry on the
grounds of being a “security threat” and/or
being placed on the National Registrar of
Undesired Persons (black-list). Although they
are not told of the reason for their inclusion in
the registrar, it is usually related to their
Macedonian activism in the country where
they now reside. This especially might apply to
prominent human rights activists in the past,
especially descendant of Macedonians born in
Aegean Macedonia (Greece).

WHAT SHOULD YOU DO IF YOU ARE
DENIED ENTRY INTO GREECE?

1. Ensure that the Greek border officials
issue you a “Refusal of Entry at the
Border” document. This is an official
document stating the reason that you
have been denied entry. The document
is issued in English and Greek, and you
will be required to sign it before it is
given to you. It is very important that
you obtain this document, as it is
evidence that you were denied entry and
contains details of how you can appeal
the decision.

2. Immediately contact the AMHRC,
MHRMI or GHM. We can assist you in
lodging an official complaint with the
relevant Greek authorities. Remember,
you DO have a right to appeal the
decision and we strongly recommend
that you exercise this right. We have
been successful in getting some of the
entry bans removed and also getting
various foreign governments to confront
Greece about this discriminatory
practice.

AMHRC
Tel: +61 3 9329 8960
Email: info@macedonianhr.org.au

MHRMI
Tel: +1 416 850 7125,
Email: info@mhrmi.org

GHM
Tel: +30 210 347 2259
Email: helsinki@otenet.gr

3. Contact your country’s embassy in
Greece. It is important that you register
an official complaint and ask the
embassy staff to take action on your
behalf and raise the matter with Greek
authorities.

Australian Embassy in Athens
Tel: +30 210 870 4000
Email: ae.athens@dfat.gov.au

Canadian Embassy in Athens
Tel: +30 210 727 3400
Email: athns@international.gc.ca

US Embassy in Athens
Tel: +30 210 721 2951
E-mail: AthensAmEmb@state.gov

All other countries

Contact information can be found here:
http://www.mfa.gr/en/foreign-missions-in-
greece.html





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


