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Issue #7 published in June 2011 as a review of our antipodean Autumn
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The Right to Self-Determination & the Victorian Human Rights Charter—Vasko Nastevski



George Vlahov
Editor AMHRC Review & Executive Member

A very Active Season for
our International Mace-
donian Network

This issue of the AMHRC Review
demonstrates that the season
which just passed, was a very busy
one for us and for our friends
around the world. We, in the AM-
HRC, staged an informational Ad-
vocates Club cocktail evening and
made an important submission in
connection with the Victorian Hu-
man Rights Charter; MHRMI con-
tinued to apply pressure on a Ca-
nadian MP for his public utterance
of the extremely offensive
“Skopian” term in reference to
Macedonians (see issue no.2 of the
AMHRC Review for a more de-
tailed discussion of the meaning of
‘Skopian™ — the MHRMI press
release was picked up by Reuters,
no less; the editorial board of Nova
Zora organised a very successful
annual dinner dance in the village
of Peshoshnitsa, Lerin County Ae-
gean Macedonia, which, as Dimitri
Jovanov’s article reveals, crossed a
very important political barrier;
OMO “Nlinden Pirin”, together
with the AMHRC, MHRMI and
others coordinated the annual
Sandanski Commemoration in the
town of Melnik in Pirin Macedo-
nia; Vinozhito (Rainbow) opposed
racism against Macedonian cul-
ture in the European Parliament
and together with the Home of
Macedonian Culture (based in Ler-
in, Aegean Macedonia) launched
the second volume of a Macedoni-

Editorial Introduction

By George Vlahov

an-Greek dictionary in Brussels,
with the approval and support of
the European Union - an extreme-
ly embarrassing defeat for Greek
state racism and lastly, the Mace-
donian Alliance for European Inte-
gration (MAEI, a political party
struggling for the rights of Mace-
donians in Albania) participated in
the Albanian elections — the results
of which are very honestly ana-
lysed in an article by MAET's Eftim
Mitrevski.

The Participation of the
Diaspora in the Macedo-
nian Elections

In the last issue of the AMHRC
Review, we expressed a hope that
the Macedonian diaspora would
elect candidates independent of all
political parties in Macedonia. The
premise for this hope is the desire
to take the distinct perspective of
the Macedonian diaspora, on a
variety of fundamental issues, into
the Macedonian parlia-
ment...nowever, the procedures
implemented by the Macedonian
republic, did not permit our hopes
any decent chance of materialisa-
tion.

Despite initially wide expressions
of interest, only some 5,000 indi-
viduals participated. Though one
must balance this against the
rushed manner in which the pro-
cess was organised in order to
meet the deadline for early elec-
tions. Misinformation; limited and
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for many, extremely distant places
to vote; limited sources of legiti-
mate information (disturbingly
biased was the decision to limit the
physical location of official infor-
mation to church centres con-
trolled by Bishop Petar) little time
to register etc; one hopes that these
‘teething’ problems - as one might
over charitably refer to them - will
be sorted by the next time out. To
be perfectly honest, considering all
the facts, it is very difficult to re-
gard the diaspora electoral process
as legitimate. In Australia for ex-
ample, the number that was enti-
tled to participate, was less than a
thousand and this made it impos-
sible for independent candidates to
even nominate - one of the rules
required the signed support of
1,000 Macedonians that had com-
pleted the official enrolment to
vote procedures.

All three newly elected diaspora
representatives are DPMNE (the
majority governing party) ap-
proved and this fact presents them
with quite a difficult problem — are
they going to rigorously follow
their party’s line or will they heed
the opinion of their ‘constituents’?
Now some might pertinently ask:
are only those who managed to
vote to be considered ‘constituents’
or the diaspora as a ‘whole’, at least
in terms of those who possess
Macedonian citizenship and or
were born in the Macedonian re-
public? I favour the latter as the
whole process has been described
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from the outset as about accommodat-
ing the ‘voice’ of the diaspora in the
Macedonian parliament. Yet the latter’
were largely excluded and it is also very
important to note that cases have al-
ready been noted of Macedonian citi-
zens who completed all the registration
procedures, went to an official voting
booth on the day of the election and
were still not permitted to vote.

Considering the context outlined
above, the ‘diaspora elected’ candidates
are going to need to make a considera-
ble effort to gain legitimacy in the eyes
of their ‘constituents’...they will need to
make themselves available to far more
than those who managed to find a way
to vote and it will be important for
them to heed for example, the almost
unanimous desire of Macedonians out-
side the republic, to see an end to the
fundamentally racist name
“negotiations” with Greece...

Democracy, in its modern representa-
tive form, is more than just the elec-
toral process itself; it involves giving
public opinion due attention and a
public that takes its share of responsi-
bility seriously...it also involves a free
media, an independent and objectively
functioning judiciary etc and we have
previously noted in our Review, that
Macedonian culture/society appears to
lack, at present, the ability to maintain
democratic standards that have been
set in ‘Western’ countries like Australia.
Perhaps, if the newly ‘elected diaspora
representatives’ prove themselves to be
conscientious enough, the diaspora will
gain some small opportunity to make a
contribution towards improving this
situation.

Ethnicity, Human Rights,
Art and a Meaningful Exist-
ence

For the individual will to manifest itself
creatively, constructively, it needs to be
able to grab onto some external objec-
tivity — something standing outside the
bounds of the self. Modernity, the
modern world that is, can be encapsu-
lated as distinguishing itself from the

pre-modern world by a frenetic pursuit
of rational mastery of the natural
realm; a ‘pursuit’ working in conjunc-
tion with an infinitised growth pro-
gram of all things human. As many
qualified observers point out today, this
is creating numerous problems con-
nected to the issues of long term sus-
tainability and indeed the pollution/
destruction of our planet.

Asif that isn’t enough, for multitudes in
the ‘West, there is the further issue of
disenchantment/alienation...the feel-
ing of being overwhelmed by/impotent
before, the enormity of everything in
our social realm, all of its achievements
— which are of course, a ‘natural’ out-
come of the societal pursuit of rational
mastery. Many of these achievements
stand as unmalleable objectivities that
press down upon the individual and
that make demands on a daily basis,
which cannot be ignored. Freedom is
often emphasised as a key attribute of
life in the modern ‘West’, the ‘free’ will;
however the work conditions of many,
involve very little freedom and yet the-
se occupations take up the vast majori-
ty of their time. One might ask; when
was this not the case? Maybe never, but
then other societies do not seem to
have emphasised individual freedom to
such a positive extent, nor did they em-
phasise things like the right to pursue
happiness so much and perhaps most
importantly, they do not appear in gen-
eral, to have possessed such strict time
regimentation — such an all embracing
control of the average individual’s
movements, for very precisely stand-
ardised and lengthy peri-
ods...something that can have and ob-
viously has had a deadening affect up-
on the life force within numerous peo-

ple.

What do we mean by this life force? We
are referring to individuals in the con-
text of Modernity and their desire, em-
anating from their sub-rational wills, to
feel as if they can lead a ‘free’ and crea-
tively meaningful/purposeful existence
or at least an existence that possesses
enough enchanting activity and mys-
tery to compensate for the tight con-
straints of the instrumental reason that

“The
Macedonian
ethnicity, like
all ethnicities,
is a complex
historical
construction
that obviously
possesses as
much
existentially
meaningful and
culturally
creative value as
any other ethnic
group.”




has ‘naturally’ bounded a set of so-
cieties that are relentless in their
pursuit of rational mastery of the
world. Indeed, many social philos-
ophers have made the point that a
debate between reason and ro-
mance has always been an essen-
tial aspect of Modern life and rela-
tionally, we may note with irony
the similar paradoxical nature of
the connection between the ro-
mantic will and it’s need for instru-
mental reason to create meaning-
ful purposefulness in a context that
already, from some perspectives,
has an ‘overdose’ of rationali-
ty...and if we want more paradox or
confusion, then we need only point
out that it can be argued that there
is a heightened desire for romantic
individual creativity, precisely be-
cause of Modernity’s impressive
levels of objectivity, which
‘encourage’ the development of
highly self-conscious individuals
that are prone to disenchantment
and despair in connection with the
meaning of existence, when the
pervasive objectivity of Modern life
fails to offer a creatively purposeful
outlet...

Though we must acknowledge that
for the moment, the ‘West’ seems
to be maintaining a decent balance
for the majority of its inhabitants —
some people do find meaningful
purpose in the workplace, others,
use the money they obtain from
work to create a meaningful and
sacred realm away from it and this
explains why many view any public
invasion of their private life, with
total disdain (I have to admit to
being one such person). Still others
find ‘their way’ in various commu-
nities, including family, sporting
associations and ethno-cultural
groupings etc; some turn to forms
of organised religion and others
still pursue science and the arts
etc. Notably, the challenges to do
with the survival of our planet and
the sustainability of Modernity, in
and of themselves, offer creatively
purposeful life affirming activity...

All such activity may be referred to
as ‘cultural creativity’ — the perpet-
uation, extension and even trans-
formation of a society’s traditional
values via subjective interaction
with the various institutions that
constitute it. Cultivating a society’s
objectivities, its institutions, its art
etc, leads to an extension of one’s
own nature and leads to a feeling of
possessing a meaningful existence
— in other words, it leads to self-
cultivation.

We in the AMHRC have taken seri-
ously the existential significance of
the ethno-cultural grouping, our
primary purpose is to promote the
value of a group that is widely mis-
treated...the Macedonian ethnicity,
like all ethnicities, is a complex his-
torical construction that obviously
possesses as much existentially
meaningful and culturally creative
value as any other ethnic group.
Indeed, the ‘investigation’ of one’s
cultural background can offer
much in terms of reaching some
personally satisfying understand-
ing of one’s place in the universe;
Michael Seraphinoff trenchantly
asks in his review of the Petre M
Andreevski authored novel, Pirej:

“Isnt our own humanity dimin-
ished and our own growth as hu-
man beings stunted, when we
choose not to avail ourselves of
every opportunity to grasp the
fullest meaning and content of life
as it flows through the generations
and through family and commu-
nity?”

The ‘Western world’ possesses var-
ious institutions that legally pro-
tect the existential rights of all eth-
nicities; yet in the case of Macedo-
nians and numerous other groups,
these institutions often exhibit a
tendency to ‘forget’ their own rules
and from this perspective, we in
the AMHRC feel that our activity,
gains a significance beyond justice
for Macedonians....to quote some
quotes from Vasko Nastevski’s arti-
cle inside this issue of our Review,
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we serve to remind responsible au-
thorities that:

“One of ‘the most sacred rights of
humanity is to be ourselves and be
in control of the making of our-
selves. Our group identity and
control over our lives is symbol-
ised by the name we associate
with ourselves’. The ‘recognition of
a people’s fundamental right to
self-determination must include
the right to self-definition and to be
free from control and manipula-
tion’. This includes the Tight to in-
herit the collective identity of one’s
people and to transform that iden-
tity creatively according to the self
-defined aspirations of ones peo-
ple’. Any attempt at (re)defining
an ethnic identity that has been
freely chosen by those individuals
IS inconsistent with international
human rights standards.”

Taking into account the full import
of all that we have been discussing
above, explains our attempts to
focus on the artistic activity of Mac-
edonians like Anton Blajer and Da-
vid Belkovski — we hope to high-
light the creative life forces pulsat-
ing within the Macedonian world
and thereby inspire others. Moreo-
ver, here in Melbourne, we have
disturbingly high numbers of Mac-
edonian youths who have descend-
ed into the anomy of drug addic-
tion and we feel obliged to try to
offer examples of the creative pos-
sibilities extant, as a small contri-
bution towards holding out mean-
ingful purpose in what is often a
disenchanting world.

Therefore we make no apology for
our endeavours to recount aesthet-
ic efforts, as in and of themselves,
they are “snapshots of eternity”, or
in other words, they constitute an
essential aspect of the human con-
dition.

George Viahov



Interview with
award winning
director of
“God’s Fools”
Anton Blajer

—
Director Anton Blajer

B S 0 1

Resident AMHRC Artist Johnny Tsiiglev interviews award winning director Anton Blajer on
his short film “God’'s Fools” which took out the top prize at the world’'s biggest train buff

film festival In Paris.

Hello Anton. Thanks for taking the time out to
have a chatwith us at the AMHRC.

Anton Absolutely, 1 am grateful to AVHRC who
helped me on my last project so it really is
my pleasure.

Likewise, it was our pleasure to be able to help.
Firstly, on behalf of the AMHRC I'd like to congratulate you
on receiving the Cinerail Grand Prix for your fim “God’s
Fools”.
In five words, how would you describe “Gods Fools™?

ANton Not your ordinary short film.

Where was the fim shot and why were the loca-
tions chosen?

Anton The film was shot in Melbourne, at
Flinders St Station and in a suburban street
and studio In Strathmore.

So what made you create a film about a trainspot-

ter?

ANtON That’s a question I still wonder about
myself. I’ve always been an airplane buff
myself, 1 go to the Airshow almost every
time it’s on and stare with an open mouth at
airplanes. Now airplanes doing barrel rolls
might look a lot more spectacular than
trains, nevertheless 1 think the fascination
is quite similar. In the end though, as much
as the main character is a trainspotter, and
the train station is a central setting, the
story really has nothing to do with trains.

Yeah, | guess as much as the film Trainspotting’
has got to do with trains!
Now, tell me a litle bit about the ‘Anton Blajer’ story.

ANtON There’s not much to tell really. I was
born in Skopje and spent most of my child-
hood between there, Bitola where 1 have a
lot of family in Athens where my dad worked.
I had a lot of good friends in all those
places but looking back Bitola where my
mother’s extended family lived was the place
1 felt home.




We moved to Australia when I was only ten and
have lived iIn the Western suburbs of Mel-
bourne ever since.

My parents live nearby, | have two older
brothers and am engaged to a beautiful woman.

Sounds exciting actually, and yeah, | believe we
all need that place we feel at home. Strangely for me, even
though | was bom in Melbourne, | still get a really strong
sense of a ‘sort of homecoming’ every time | go back to my
dad’s village in Macedonia.

The name Blajer’ doesn't exactly fall into the ‘Smith’ category
of common names; do you know anything about its origins?

Anton well, 1 think it has German origins
but no need to mention that the Balkans in
the past was a pretty crazy place so we are
not absolutely certain. I know my father’s
fanily was originally from Serbia, but like
him 1 was born and raised Macedonian.

Bravo Anton. Ahh those crazy Balkans, past and

present! | guess that’s what makes the place so endearing
for many. A different type of freedom | guess!
Why did you choose to become a film maker?

ANnton As the saying goes; find something you
love doing, make it your job and you’ll never
work a day in your life!

But its actually very hard work, when you’re
in the middle of the whole process your life
becomes consumed with it, you end up not be-
ing able to switch off even when you’re lying
in bed at night. But the strength you have to
do something you want or love is incredible,
and the amazing and interesting people you
end up meeting and working with is really
unique to the film industry.

understand completely and sometimes | don't
know if us ‘Artists’ are blessed and cursed at the same time.
But when it works, yes, there is no feeling like it!
Is there any particular place where you draw your inspiration
from?
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Anton Almost everywhere would be the best
answer. Everything from sports to video games
is filled with great stories and 1 just love
learning and hearing them.

| personally love how ideas can just spring up
when you least expect them.
Does the place or neighborhood where you were raised as a
kid have any effect on your fim'’s subject matter?

Anton I believe it has a massive effect. I
know myself that one of the first, and for me
the best and most personal films 1 made
“Always Leaving”, which was the first Aus-
tralian film to screen at the very popular
Macedonian Film Festival 1In Toronto, was
about my grandmother and my time spent grow-
ing up in Bitola. Even today | always draw
upon my life here in Australia and feel these
are the stories 1 want to tell.

| guess our upbringing really sets the tone for our
thoughts.
| think it would be great for the AMHRC to host a film night
showcasing all your short films.
So what do you enjoy most about film making?

Anton 1 think watching. During the entire
process, from rehearsals to the editing, all
you do is watch, over and over. It’s really
like reading a story over as you write it.
And when you see it all come together, most
importantly when the actors get into their
zone, it’s an awesome feeling for a filmmak-
er.

You make it sound very interesting indeed.
Wholwhat are your influences, past and present?

Anton 1 think my influences in film are
quite varied. As most of growing up in Mace-
donia, like here, Hollywood films were the
majority of what we saw and got our atten-
tion. 1 think the highly spectacular drama of
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80’s action films, the golden era of the gen-
re, played a massive part of developing my
love for cinema. 1 grew up watching films
like Back to the Future, Aliens, Top Gun over
and over again. There were no legal video
stores in Skopje when 1 was a kid, but there
were certain people who had video stores in
their lounge rooms, and rented pirated cop-
ies. | remember a guy in particular telling
me off that 1 had ruined the (badly dubbed)
copy of Die Hard by watching it too many
times.

Ha, that's interesting. We had legal video stores in
Australia, but we definitely weren't immune from the ‘good ol
pirated copy phenomena!
So what genre or style of film interests you most these days?

ANtON That’s a hard question. I enjoy films
from all styles and genres, 1 guess human
dramas though are most to my taste. | admire
the films of the ‘Italian Masters’ like Ber-
tolucci and Fellini and the American maver-
icks like Kubrick, Coppolla and Polanski.
More recently 1 love the works of Bruno
Dumont, Emir Kostunica, Hayao Miyazaki, the
Cohen brothers, Errol Morris, David Lynch,
Michael Haneke, and have discovered directors
like Wong Kar Wai, Todd Haynes, Hsiao-Hsien
Hou as really inspiring. Seriously you have
to stop me; 1 could go on for hours.

No, no, keep going!
Sounds as though you have an interest in a great mix of
styles and obviously have eclectic tastes, are you interested
in contemporary Macedonian cinema?

ANton In a way I am. 1 think Macedonian cin-
ema is a part of the greater Balkans cinema.
Just like Balkans music, films from one Bal-
kans country ends up being watched by the
others. And 1 think Balkans cinema is abso-
lutely wonderful and unique and in a way
sometimes difficult for people outside of it
to fully grasp. 1 have seen the majority of
what you might call the ‘bigger’ Macedonian
films of recent times with mixed feelings to
be honest. But one has to only think of a
film like “Before the Rain” to realize that
Macedonian cinema and its story tellers are
capable of incredible feats. And this is one
of the great things about Balkans cinema,
unlike other iIndustries like America, France,
Italy or even Australia, in the Balkans the
cream always rise’s to the top. If someone
says to you “hey, you have to check out this
Bosnian or Serb or Greek film etc.”, most of
the time you won’t be disappointed.

Its true. The Balkan mentality can be difficult for
outsiders to understand, but | hope you join the ranks of the
‘bigger’ Macedonian filmmeakers and put your unique spin on
it for all to see.

Now back to Australia, being a VCA (Victorian College of
Arts) graduate, was finding funding your film a problem or a
relatively straight forward process?

Anton Funding is always a problem when it
comes to making films, especially as a stu-
dent. You beg, borrow and steal, so to speak,
anything you can which might be able to help
you along the way. The VCA is truly a great
institution but it already provides so much
and in the end it’s up to the students to be
able to raise the funds and enlist the sup-
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port to make the projects feasible. But being
a student also has its advantages since there
are so many people who can see that it’s not
a profit venture or some kind of scam. People
of all walks of life love watching movies,
and generosity and enthusiasm that people
show in all sorts of ways is incredible. In
the credits to “God’s Fools”, the majority of
the people weren’t paid and worked (and I
mean worked!) for 8, 10 hours per day for
free.

Its good to hear there are still plenty of hopeful
people who are willing to help out there.
Who supported your project from its inception and in what
way?

Anton Support for the film came from differ-
ent places and in many different forms. For
example | had my family prepare all the ca-
tering and feeding the crew, which went down
a treat with everyone enjoying some good
hearty meals. We were given great leeway by
the authorities at Flinders St and were kind
enough to waive all the fees associated. But
at the end of the day there were some things
like specialized lighting and camera gear,
stuntmen and street closures which we could
simply not get without financial backing, and
the support which we received iIn particular
from groups like AVHRC and the Victorian Hu-
manist Society, as well as private donors
from friends and family was critical in al-
lowing us to achieve our aims with this film.

Yeah, the Aussies on set would have loved your
family’s Macedonian style of “more is not enough” catering!
Has your recent Cinerail Grand Prix award changed the way
you would approach future projects? Also, has it enthused
you or given you the zeal to create?

ANton 1t was a great honor and thrill to win
Cinerail, it was good to see the hard work so
many put in being rewarded. My producer Shaun
McAlpine worked incredibly hard for the film
to be realized and 1 know he was really happy
with the achievement and the recognition. |
don’t think it has changed anything in my
approach, just given me more confidence to
pursue the next project.

| guess it vindicates all your efforts.
Can you tell us anything about any future projects you've
been working on?

Anton Unfortunately with my experience at
this stage, being a full-time filmmaker in
Australia is very difficult, but 1 am in the
early development stages of a project which 1
hope can eventually develop into a fTeature

length Ffilm. But that is very, very far away
right now!

Can't wait to see it and | hope it gets realized
much sooner than you think!
Thanks again Anton and I'll leave you with one last question;
in a recent phone conversation with you, we joked about ‘47
tak and no action being a Macedonian National Sport'.
What would you say to young Macedonians who are still
hesitant to go out and achieve because of their ‘culturally
inherited’ or imagined hang-ups?

Anton 1 think Macedonians enjoy having a
good time, maybe too much! I think we’re
known for being very hospitable people, being
good hosts, and we like to enjoy the good
things in life, and in Australia the life-
style is very good. And that’s where maybe
some of us can be a little complacent, and 1
think most will notice smart, hard working
Macedonians, especially in the migrant commu-
nities in Australia, Canada, Germany, are
really high achievers who not only generate
great success for themselves but also for the
community they belong to. Having said that,
it would be hard to find a country and people
better at having a coffee and a good chat!

John Tsiglev
AMHRL Wlember's Ropresentative

Still from the film God’s Fools




Information for the
Macedonian
Community

Australia’s 16" national Census of Population
and Housing will be held on Tuesday 9
August 2011.

Its objective i1s to accurately measure the
number and certain key characteristics of
people in Australia on Census night, and the
dwelling in which they live.

The census collects mformation relating to
each person and household i the country but
it 1s not concerned with mformation about
mdividuals as such.

The public expects that the information they
provide will be kept confidential and this
protection is given by provisions in the Census
and Statistics Aet 1905. All employees of the
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) are
legally bound to secrecy and to never release
identifiable personal mformation to any person
or organisation outside the ABS. Should a
person breach this secrecy requirement they
face a fine and/or imprisonment.

In order to ensure that the Macedonian
Community 1n  Australia is accurately
identified, it is essential that each and every
person takes care with m the manner mn which
they answer the questions in Census 2011.

The Australian-Macedonian Human Rights
Commuittee (AMHRC) after consultation with
the relevant government authorities has
identified the four questions featured m this
leaflet to be of particular relevance to the
Macedonian Community.

Ausrralian-Macedonian Human Rights Committee
Suite 106, Level 1

55 Flemington Road

North Melbowrne, VIC 3108

Tel'Fax: (03) 9329 8960
info@macedonianhr.org.au
hitp://www.macedonianhr.org.an

Disclaimer: The responses provided in this leaflet
are the suggestions of the AMHRC. Individuals
are free to answer any question as they wish.

QUESTION 12: COUNTRY OF BIRTH

If vou were bom in what i1s now the
Macedoman republic, you should answer this
question the following way:

/ Write “MACEDONIA™ IN THE SPACE
BELOW THE CATEGORY “Other — Please

specifv”.

12 i which counbry was the peeson bow?
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Important Information!

Even though you may have been born i the
Macedonian state during the period that it was
a part of Yugoslavia, 1t is very umportant that
vou do_not respond to this question with an
answer of “Yugoslavia”, as a separate
category exists for this answer and you will
therefore NOT be counted as ongmating from
the current state of Macedonia.




QUESTION 12: COUNTRY OF BIRTH

The following mformation for Question 12
only applies to those mdividuals bom in
Aegean Macedonia or Pirin Macedonia

If you answer “Aegean Macedonia” or “Pirn
Macedonia” or any other derivative of
“Macedonia”, you will be counted as having
originated from the country of Macedonia. It is
very important that you do not answer this way.

In order to highlight the existence of
Macedonians outside the borders of the state
of Macedonia, you must respond accurately.
Therefore, iIf you were bom in Aegean
Macedonia:

/ Mark the box “Greece”

12 i whick counlry was the pemson bar?
- Roonber et bin e 2. = | O

Please note that by responding “Greece” you
are not declaring your ethnic identity to be
“Greek”. A separate question exists for
ancestry (question 18) where you can declare
Macedonian.

QUESTION 16: LANGUAGE

If you speak Macedonian, regardless of how
fluently, you should for this question:

/ Write “MACEDONIAN" in the space
below the category “Other — please specify .

16 Dosstiw 2 other tan Mo, Engiih osiy b Da ko 10
9 parson wpeak 3 lisguge i
- Mo \sazaon
< Vi b g Gl B I whe B Yos Cartaraee
o Dt DN T o Yoo Aot
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L Ve Marere
Toh a0 - aaes oy
MACEDONIR
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QUESTION 18: ANCESTRY

Regardless of where you were bom
(Macedoma, Greece, Australia or elsewhere)
your ancestry (heritage/background) is
Macedonian.

For this question, you may count back three
generations (parents, grandparents, great-
grandparents).

# Write “MACEDONIAN® in the space
below the category “Other — please specify .

18 Whatis #0 parsan's sncesvry? -
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QUESTION 19: RELIGION

If you 1dentify as belonging to the Macedonian
Orthodox religion you should answer the
question in the following manner:

/ Write “MACEDONIAN ORTHODOX”
m the space below the category “Other -
please specify”.

19 What s the perwon's religon?
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Please note that if you respond simply
“Orthodox”, a separate category exists for this
and you will not be counted as “Macedonian
Orthodox™.

Also, if you have a different religion (eg:
Methodist, Islam, Jehovah’s Witness) or have
no religious affiliation, you should answer this
question accordingly.




One Year of Nova Zora

4 May 2011

Solun/Salonika, Melboume and Toronto - the
editorial board of Nova Zora, a pro-
Macedonian monthly newspaper published in
Greece, together with the Australian Macedoni-
an Human Rights Committee (AMHRC) and
Macedonian Human Rights Movement Inter-
national (MHRMI) are proud to mark the one
year anniversary of the publication of the first
issue of Nova Zora.

Over the last twelve months, the AMHRC and
MHRMI have worked closely with the newspa-
per’s editorial team, thus ensuring the success-
ful publication and distribution of the newspa-
per each month in Aegean Macedonia. To
mark this historic event, Nova Zora’s editorial
board issued the following statement yester-
day:

One year of regular monthly issues, 250,000
copies, tens of thousands of visits to the web-
site www.novazora.gr. One year full of sinis-
ter attempts to undermine and discredit our
efforts and our names. One year full of
threats and full of attempts to wipe out our
newspaper.

However the year gamered even more sup-
port from Macedonians and democratically

NPOZAPMOLTIKH XPEQKOMIA
HAUMOHAS-COURIAMC THUKATA BQNECT 80 MPUMA
H EGNMOIOTIANZTIKH APPOIETE ITHN EAAASA

minded Greeks. Large numbers of people
have participated in the process of producing
the newspaper, via meetings, providing ad-
vice, distributing the newspaper, offering vol-
untary aid and contributing to its content.

The year was also full with words of encour-
agement to continue our mission. There has
also been a large and hopeful presence of
the youth — a shining beacon for the future.
One year where some light has shone in the
general darkness of various issues (poliical,
historical, cultural, human rights etc).

We the Macedonians are here and we will
carry on the struggle!

AMHRC and MHRMI will continue to support
Nova Zora into the second year and beyond,
and Macedonians around the world are en-
couraged to also lend support, both morally
and financially.

The Editorial Team of Nova Zora, together
with the AMHRC and MHRMI

Nova Zora is a pro-Macedonian newspaper
based in Solurn/Salonika, Aegean Macedonia,
Greece. http//www.novazora.gr

Established in 1984 the Australian Macedoni-
an Human Rights Committee (AMHRC) is a
non-govemmental organisation that informs
and advocates before intemational institutions,
govemments and broader communities about
combating racism and promoting human
rights. Our aspiration is to ensure that Macedo-
nian communities and other excluded groups
throughout the world, are recognised, respect-
ed and afforded equitable treatment. http//
www.macedonianhr.org.au

Macedonian Human Rights Movement Inter-
national (formerly Macedonian Human Rights
Movement of Canada) has been active on hu-
man rights issues for Macedonians and other
oppressed  peoples since  1986. http./
www.mhrmi.orq

140U

=0O0E =258 7 H

vivavul

II‘II/% 27 PPk 9 l.lll/l('

=

[

|RUOIRLLISIU] JUIWAAO S4By uswny uriuopade



http://www.novazora.gr
http://www.novazora.gr
http://www.macedonianhr.org.au
http://www.macedonianhr.org.au
http://www.mhrmi.org
http://www.mhrmi.org

OPO CE BME MAKEOOHCKO

Co rornem ycniex ce Hanpasu Ha 19 Mapt 2011,
roguwHoOTo opo Ha Hosa 3opa, BO canarta
Opama, BO cenoto [lecowHuua-JiepuHeko. U
MOKpaj JoWMTe BPEMEHCKM YCroBW, pasHUTe
MPUTUCOLM WM KIEBETU WU CeyLUTe MPUCYTHUOT
CTpaB BO cpuata Ha cBecHuTe MakegoHuw,
carara ce HarorHa 1 opoTo LWTO criefelle bele
HEeLLUTO npekpacHo. MakeooHUmM of cute MecTa Ha
Erejckvot gen Ha MakenoHuja, og Koctyp na go
Cepcko, nyre opg cute Bo3pactM (MomanmoT
yyecHuK Gelle 3 roauvleH 1 NoBO3pacHUoT 86),
npucycTByBaa, ce 3arno3Haa Mery HVB, pasMeHuja
MUCIEHba U UCKYCTBA OKOSY Mpallaksa Kou
3aceraat, U Hag ce, ce 3abaeyBaa Oo 4.30
cabajne, vrpajkn M Meejkn MaKeOOHCKM opa U
MeCHW.

3a npekpacHata atmocdepa, npudMHa Gewe u
opkectapoT TykaweH Mac (Tonukoc Nxoc), Koj
KaKo HeL4envB en Ha BeMepyHKaTa, ce HaaMuHa
cebecn. 3BYKOT Ha MakefoHcKaTa rajaa n kaear,
BO KOMOWHauujia cO KrapuHeToT, Tpybarta,
CaKCO(POHOT, TarnaHUTe W CUHTECA3EPOT, M
HaeXyBaLLle MOCTojaHO NPUCYTHUTE U fMa Tepalle
Aa vrpaaT u ga neat 6e3 NpecTaHoK.

Bpean oa ce cnomeHn u NpyUCyCTBOTO Ha €O0HO
APYWTBO of 6-7 geua Geranuu, 3Ha4n of Hawm
COHapOOHULIM M COCeNaHu, MONUTUYKK Beranum
Bo P.MakenoHuja, Kou rpykute BnactM He UM
[o3BOMyBaaT [da Ce BparaaT BO HVBHUTE
TaTKOBCKM OrHULWITa Buaejky ,,He ce Mpum no poa,,
M KoM Nnavea o4 pPafocT LITO ycreea nocre
Jonm  feueHuM  ga npucyctByBaaT — BO

Hoga 3opal!

MaKeJOHCKO OpO W [da u3urpaaT 3aegHo Co
HUBHUTE POOHWHK. VICTO Taka 3Ha4ajHO Gelue u
MPMCYCTBOTO Ha €0HO OPYLUTBO of ATvHa, Koe
natyesawle CTOTUUM KWIIOMETPU 3a Ja o
AOXMBEe 0BOj MOMEHT M 3aMuHa pYrMoT EH CO
roreMn BriedaTouM oA Toa LWTO 0 Buae U
poxueea. Oteuotr Hukogum Llapkrsac, kako
NnpecTaBHWK Ha MakedoHckaTa upkea Bo [pumja
N KaKO 4rieH Ha pakoBOCTBOTO Ha BUHOXUTO,
Aage W egeH  Opyr TOH Ha uenara
MaHupecTaumja.

Ho HajsHayajHo og ce, OGewe ronemoto
NPUCYCTBO Ha MragvHata, Koja OoKaxa [Oeka
BpemuHbaTa Beke ce CMeHuja 1 aeka bopbata 3a
HVMBHWTE MpaBa € HeLTO BaXHO, 3a Koe Tpeba
Aa ce ropdeat a He ga ce nnawar u ga ce
cpamaaT. bewe wMoxebu npB nar  LWTO
MakeooHuuTe opraHuMavipaa, no MoBog edHa
rogvHa nsgaeane Ha Hoea 3opa, eaHo opo co
MONUTUYKM OMMEH3M 1 NOPaKK, ocrioboaeHo of,
TECHUTE TPaHMUM Ha KynTypata UM OBWYHOTO
cobupare. Hosa 3opa 1 BuHOXUTO ce Tyka 3a
Aa nomorHaTt Bo ceTo Toa. E Bpeme ga noyHat
MakeooHuMTe Oa ce akTuBMpaaT He camo Ha
HMBO Ha OPO W NECHN, TYKY N Ha HNBO Ha jas3nKoT
N nonuTukarta, Gapajkm m cute npaea ko UM
npunaraat Kako eTHMYkM MakedoHumM, rpykn u
eBporickM rparann. E Bpeme MakeooHuuTe ga
noyHaT aa »kvseart kako MakegoHup!

Humupu JosaHoe — YpedHuk, Hoea 3opa
http://novazora.gr/




ADVERTISE WITH US

...and help support the AMHRC to
defend the rights of all Macedonians

Anideal way that businesses and organisations can support the AMHRC
and contribute to its activities is by becoming an advertiser in the
AMHRC Review, the official publication of the AMHRC.

When you advertise your business, products and services in the AMHRC
Review, you make a difference every day by providing the necessary
resources to help proud Macedonians meet their ongoing challenges.

The AMHRC Review is a full-colour A4 quarterly publication containing a

mix of news, interviews and feature articles from locol and intemational
correspondents. Distributedin both print format and electronicolly via email,
the AMHRC website and various internet forums, the combined distribution/
readership of the AMHRC Review has grown well into the thousands both
within Australia and internationally.

Advertising in the AMHRC Review is a great way to promote your business,
products and services to the Australian Macedonian community and play a
significant role in defending the human rights of all Macedonians

Advertisement Size

Rate (perissue) inc. GST

| Front Cover Partner ~ Price on Application

'BackCoverFullPage | : s700
' Inside Front CoverFullPage i s600
'Inside Full Page (other) o sso0
'DoublePageSpread i ss00 i
 1f2Page (vertcal fhorizontal) i g0
| 1/3Page verticol horizonta) oo 275
 1/6 Page (vertical  horizontal | comen) : s200
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e S S App“mt.':;'; ..............

Double Page 1/2 Page 1/2 Page Business
Spread (vertical) (horizontal) Card

1/3 Page 1/3 Page 1/4 Page 1/4 Page 1/4 Page
{vertical) (horizontal) (vertical) (horizontal) (corner)

And if you don’t have any existing For more info or to make a booking, please contact:

advertising material, we can make one up o AMHRC
:+613 9329 8960

for HOU at no extra ChOfge! Email: info@macedonianhr.org.au




With great success, the editorial
team of the pro-Macedonian news-
paper based in Aegean Macedonia,
Nova Zora (New Dawn), staged its
annual dance on 19" March 2011 at
the Orama hall in the village of
Peshoshnitsa, Lerin County, Aege-
an Macedonia, Greece. Despite the
inclement weather, various external
slanders, pressures and the natural
apprehensions/fears possessed by
Macedonians residing in the xeno-
phobic milieu of Greece; the hall
was filled to the ‘brim’ and the event
turned out splendidly. Macedonians
from all parts of Aegean Macedonia
attended, from Kostur to Sersko
County and from a wide variety of
ages — the youngest was a three
year old and the oldest, 86. Those
present were able to discuss experi-
ences and exchange thoughts on a
variety of issues and partied on ill
4.30am, dancing and singing Mace-
donian songs and dances.

One of the reasons for the wonder-
ful atmosphere was the musical

group

Tookashen Glas (Local

A Dance,
Macedonian Style
Nova Zora

Voice) which excelled itself and de-
veloped into an integral part of the
evening. The sound of the Macedoni-
an gayda (bagpipes) and kaval
(shepherd’s pipe) in combination with
more modern instruments like the
synthesizer ‘drove’ those present to
dance and sing almost without break.

Noteworthy was the presence of a
group of seven Macedonian Detsa
Begaltsi (child refugees who left Ae-
gean Macedonia for their safety dur-
ing the “Greek Civil War” in 1948)
who reside in the Macedonian repub-
lic and who are still not permitted by
the Greek authorities to permanently
return to their father’s homes, simply
because they are not ethnic Greeks.
There were tears of joy on their faces
as they took advantage of this brief
return after decades of exile, to expe-
rience Macedonian culture and meet
relatives on their original homeland.
It is also worth noting the presence of
a group of enthusiasts who travelled
the hundreds of kilometres from Ath-
ens just to experience the evening
and Father Nikodim Tsarknias, as a



representative of the Macedonian
church in Greece and as a repre-
sentative of Vinozhito (Rainbow, a
Macedonian political party struggling
for the rights of Macedonians in
Greece), also added to the occa-
sion.

However, most important was the
large presence of young Macedoni-
ans, which suggests that the times
have already begun to change. It
signifies that in the minds of Mace-
donian youth, the struggle for their
rights as Macedonians has become
significant and that it is no longer a
matter to fear or to be ashamed of.
Here, the context is important; this
may have been the first time since
the end of the “Greek Civil
War” (1949), that a Macedonian cul-
tural event - a dinner dance cele-
brating the first birthday of the Nova
Zora newspaper - was organised

with openly political dimensions and
messages. It was free of the tight
cultural boundaries that typically sur-
round Macedonian events at present
in Aegean Macedonia
[unquestionably a milestone — Ed]
and the editorial board of Nova Zora
and the leadership of Vinozhito are
going to work to maintain this new
political momentum. It's time for
Macedonians to become active be-
yond the level of songs and danc-
es...it's time to for them to promote
the Macedonian language and it's
time to enter the political realm and
begin seeking their rights; rights
which belong to them as Macedoni-
ans who are citizens of Europe and
Greece...it's time for Macedonians
to start living as Macedonians!

Dimitri Jovanov — Editor of Nova Zora

http://novazora.gr/
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A MODERN

MACEDONIAN-GREEK
DICTIONARY

CORPEMEH
MAKEAOHCKO-I'PYKM
PEVTHHK

LITXPONO
MAKEAONIKO-EAANNIKO
ALEIKO

Dear readers/users of this dic-
tionary,

This dictionary, containing the
Macedonian and Greek languages,
is in essence the first complete dic-
tionary in these contemporary lan-
guages which are spoken in the Re-
public of Macedonia and Greece,
and elsewhere. A large portion of
the population in Northern Greece,
members of the Macedonian na-
tional minority, speak the Greek
language as well as their mother
tongue, the Macedonian language,
therefore we believe that this is a
useful book for all our fellow citi-
zens, regardless of their identity,
Macedonian or Greek.

This volume of the dictionary is a
continuation of the first volume
(Greek-Macedonian dictionary)
which was first published in Greece
two years ago on the initiative of
the political party of the Macedoni-
ans in Greece, the European Free
Alliance — Rainbow in cooperation
with the Home of Macedonian Cul-
ture. The second edition has been
published today by the Home of
Macedonian Culture with the sup-
port of members of Rainbow, and
friends and contributors in the Re-
public of Macedonia. Of course it
goes without saying, that this edi-
tion would not have been possible
without the generous support of the
European foundation, Centre Mau-
rits Coppieters (CMC), for which
are grateful.

The Home of Macedonian Culture
is an association still in formation
which aims to promote and develop
Macedonian culture and act as a
bridge between Macedonians and

Greeks in Northern Greece and be-
yond. Following the first attempt to
register this association in 1989,
the Greek authorities have contin-
ued to refuse to grant registration.
Despite a judgement of the Europe-
an Court of Human Rights (ECtHR)
in 1998 which found that the re-
fusal was in violation of the Euro-
pean Convention on Human
Rights, the Greek state refused a
second application from the mem-
bers of the association. At present,
another application before the Eu-
ropean Court of Human Rights is
pending.

We deeply regret that our state,
Greece, despite its international
obligations, does not respect the
judgements of the ECtHR, one of
the most eminent organs of the
Council of Europe. On the other
hand, we are very pleased that the
Home of Macedonian Culture has
been warmly received by the Euro-
pean foundation, Centre Maurits
Coppieters (CMC), where together
with our fellow European citizens
we are able to promote close rela-
tions and develop activities for the
benefit of not only the Macedonian
minority in Greece, but for all
Greek citizens which are all part of
a Europe that we call home.

Our country, Greece, despite being
a member of the European Union
(EU) and thus participating in the
organs of this organisation includ-
ing the European Parliament, does
not recognise the rights of ethnic
Macedonians in Northern Greece,
nor does it afford recognition to
Macedonian as a minority lan-
guage. The Macedonian language
should be viewed as a cultural asset

HOME OF MACEDONIAN CULTURE - Lerin:
Launches Macedonian — Greek Dictionary in
Brussels

Lerin/Florina March 2011

of the state itself and the recogni-
tion and respect of minority lan-
guages in general is a basic Europe-
an value that should apply to every
single member of the EU. We be-
lieve that progressive policies to
strengthen and develop diversity
are a key aspect of this and must be
implemented internally in all mem-
ber-states as well as on a European
level.

We are pleased that this Macedoni-
an-Greek dictionary edition has
been indirectly sponsored by our
state through the funds of the Euro-
pean Parliament which finance the
important work of the Centre Mau-
rits Coppieters (CMC). In essence,
it is both a tragic and comical situa-
tion when Greece, a member-state
of the EU, refuses domestically to
recognise the language of a minori-
ty, yet indirectly recognises the
Macedonian language by financially
contributing to the publication of
this dictionary.

The members of the Home of Mac-
edonian Culture would like to take
this opportunity to thank the fol-
lowing people: the President of the
Centre Maurits Coppieters (CMC)
for the unequivocal support in the
publication of this dictionary; Luc
Boeva for his contribution; Marija
Aleksic and Goce Cvetanovski for
their technical linguistic work. Fi-
nally, we are also grateful for the
support of the Macedonians and
democratically-oriented Greeks in
our country for assisting in the
preparation and publication of this
book.

The Members of the HOME OF
MACEDONIAN CULTURE




IIPOMOBUWPAH IIPBUOT

I'PUKO-MAKEJIOHCKHA BYKBAP BO BPUCE/I
HMarym: 22.06.2011 - /ITHeBHUK

EBpona cTylma 3a MAKEIOHCKVIOT ja3HK

Pednvior e (rHancvpan rpexy dornarmja #a EL mmo 3xakm nexa rHavMpeKTHo, cakajkv v He, 1 EL T
TO TIPF3HABA MAKSTIOHCKHIOT jasviK, BeyH | larme Backorysioc o, BrHO @O

Bo Egporicxror mapnavert (EIT) Bo Bpricer Bugpa Oelre TpeseHTHpaH TPBAOT MAKEIOHCKO-THKA
Oyxsap nievyarex Bo CaryH v (mHaHcHpaH of1 crpada Ha Centar Mauric Kopiters (CMK), GoHmarmja va
Erporickara criodomnsa amjarca. I IpoMormjara ce onprBa o HacioB , MOCTOBY 32 IHJaior ™, & TiRIITa €,
OCBEH IMPpOMOIIMjaTa Ha OBOj TpB OyKBap Of BaKOB BUI BO [ I, ma ce nedarvpa U 3a yriorara Ha
TParaHCKOTO OIMIITECTBO M KOHTAKTHTE Mefy JIyfelo Kako OO Jd G2 QeCHH pasOMparkeTo Ha
Mef YHAPOITHATE CTIOPOBHL

- Llgyra € Jia M mOMOTHEME Ha JTyTeTo Jia ce pasorpaar MefyceOHo - ey [ uHtep JloyeH, cexperap Ha
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Toj oOjacHyBa Jieka CaMHOT TIO3HABA TIOBEKE Ja3HIT M FIMA TOJieMa KOJIKITH]A PEUHHLIA HA PETKH JA3AITH,
KAKO HA TIPHMED KYPICKO-YTyPoKIL

The second edition of the

. - Toa ce 1 jasvIKa iTIedHH €71eH Of1 APYT F Teorpad)cKu, T CeTak OyKBap TIOCTOM KaKO IIITO TIOCTOjaT U
Macedonian-Greek : )

o ) ) MHOTY JIPyT PEIHHLIY 32 MK jasvii. Uy/HO € 1Mo He TIOCTOM PEYHFIK 34 JBS COCSIHM 3eMjHL. 3a10a
dictionary is published by CAKABME J1a TO TIOYKHME M3IABARLETO HA OBOj OyKBAp ¥ JI0CEra MMaMe MHOTY TIOATHBHH PeaKIH -
the Home of Macedonian BEINTOj 32, ,/THEBHHK
Culture with the support of ) .
members of Rainbow, and Hzpaﬁonmannetmem{erompetnwc?fmeaﬁ(l)mpaOpram/mropmeMeryKoneH.naplmaraHa
MaxenoHrmre Bo ['pimja, , BrHMKMTO KOja MHAKY € 1ien o Epporickara ciotomHa amvjarca Bo El
CMeTaa JIeKa BUCPAITTHHOT JICH € BUCTHHCKHOT MOMEHT 3 IPE3CHTAI Ija HA. 0BOJ pedHHK. VIMeHo, JigHec BO
the Republic of Macedonia. Bprices ce ONprKyBa CAMHT Ha ILIE(hOBHTE HA EBPOTICKHTE JKABH F BITATIL

friends and contributors in

- CvieTame Jigka € BaKHO TIPe] €/1HA BAkBa cperita Jia ¢e CITYITHE 32 0B0j OykBap. Peunmkor ¢ prHaHcHpaH
npexy ¢orrarmja Ha EIT mmo 3paum neka mHmMpexTHO, cakajki wim He, W Ell 1o mprsHasa
MAKEJIOHCKHIOT jagrK BO PAMKHIE Ha BPOIICKATA Aol Mjalja Koja 10 (DMHAHCHPA PEUHHKOT - HH H3jaBH
Iarre Backoryrioc, wien Ha,, Buxoskuro' omrpercearen Ha oxapjara L MK

3a Hero OBOj HACTaH € 071 M3BOHPE/HO 3HAYCHHE TIopaaH (DaKTOT I1ITO 0Ba € TPBO BAKBO M3maHKe. Jlocera
TOCTOM  CaMO  C/EH  TPUKO-MAKCIOHCKM — Oykeap  m3maleH  BO  MakemoHmj.

Ha npeserrarmjara koja ce onpka Bo ripec-cartara Ha El 1 6ea nokanety s 3emar 300p Pparcoa AToHCH,
TIpATeHVK OITpynaTa Ha ,,3ererute’, Joyer 1 Mapwja Anexcrk-Urriera, M3maBad Ha PeIHAKOT.

Ha npec-roncepertmjara 1o 0Boj TIOBOI TPHKITE HOBUHAPH OOBHHHA TIKA FIRIAHKETO C¢ (DHHAHCHPA CO
napire o Raaara Bo Ckormje 1 o1 Jpjacniopara. Backorysioc ofroBopH Jieka € TopA ILITO AeIOTO €
TIOTTIOMOTHATO OJT HOCTICHHLIHTE.

- Toa ce UKy TparaH Ha KOV He MM Ce JI03BOITYBA [T ce Bparar Bo | prmja. Hecr M e 11rmo He novaraar
KAKO KyJTIYPHO JPYACHHE, PeseTo)

Oga e HAZTIOMNHYBAHE HA TPBHOT TOM TPHKO-MAKETIOHCKH OyKBap IITO Geltie M3IaTIeH NPE/ RS TOIMHH
Ha VHALM}ATVBA Ha TapTvjata ,.Brroskumo™. [pen nee romaam JloMor Ha MakeioHCKaTa KyJmypa o7t
JlepyH v , BAHOXITO™ ce 000HHja CO CePHIO3HM MHIATICHTH TPSIFBBHKAHH O TPHKI HOOHAIVICTH, TIPH
00MIOT JiA TO TipoMoBHpaar prroT ToM. OBOj T1aT, 34 Jia 0 M30CTHAT HEMITH CHTYAIVH, HO 1 3apaid
TIOTOVIEM Iy QNAITATHTET THE CMETaa, JIKA € TIoZIo0po TPOMOTIFjATa, Jia ¢ OIyKH Bo bpricer.
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Greek-Macedonian Dictionary Promoted in Brussels

23/6/2011

Officially, the Greek Government doesn't recognize the Macedo-
nian language nor the Macedonians living in modern day
Greece. Unofficially, Athens had no issues taking part in the
sponsoring of a Macedonian - Greek dictionary.

The dictionary was published in Solun (Salonika) and presented
in Brussels, in part sponsored by the Center Maurits Coppieters
of the European Free Alliance. The promotion is entitled
"Bridges for Dialog".

- The idea of this publication is to help people to understand each
other- says Gunter D. the secretary of the CMC and director at
the European Free Alliance. He himself speaks several languages
and says this dictionary should have been available in Greece
much earlier.

- It is almost incredible for two neighbouring countries not to
have dictionaries of each other's languages, says Gunter adding
he finds it hard to believe that's happening in Europe.

Most Macedonians would claim there is no need for a dictionary
in Greece. According to the Mak tourists at least, Greeks don't
seem to have trouble understanding Macedonian.

One of the organizers of this effort is the local Macedonian party
in Greece, "Rainbow" who is also a part of the European Free Al-
liance. According to Pavle Vaskopoulos, the dictionary is funded
by the European Parliament which means indirectly was funded
by Athens.

- The irony is they pretend not to recognize the language, and
here they are involved in the funding of the dictionary, says Vas-
kopoulos.

The dictionary was presented in Brussels at a time when a for-
mal meeting of all European heads of Government is held.

One of the speakers at the presentation of the dictionary was
French politician Francois Alfonsi. The dictionary was published
last year, however during its promotion in Solun, there were nu-
merous incidents by Neo Nazi groups who stormed the meeting.

To avoid such incidents, the dictionary was promoted in Brus-
sels.
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I'aBosicku u3jaBu Ha Ensza Ianaguvupuy
JlHesHux -20.04.2011

(Peakija Ha WHTEPBjyTO €O TpuKaTa TapliaMeHTapKa,
00jaBeHo BO ,,J[HeBHYK “ Ha 18 anprt 2011 ronmaa)

Mako co romMHu € WwieH Ha TpukaTa JeJleramyja Bo
INapyramenTapHOTO cobpanue Ha CoBetor Ha EBpomna,
-fa Eypa TlanagumMurpry OUYdIVIEAHO TW WTHOpPHpA
HAajOCHOBHTE TIPUHIMIIM HA OBaa yIJIeJHA
opraHmzaIja 3a MOYNTyBalbe Ha YOBEKOBUTE IIPABA,

BKJTy4yBajKH U IIPABOTO HAa CAMOIIPEIE/TyBAbE.

ITocrou eHa yHaBa OroBOPKA HA aHIVIMICKHU ja3HK IITO
IJIaCK JIeKa ,2a80/10M KAKO U ceKko2aul e 80
demaaume®, 1 Toa 1eUHUTHIBHO € TOYHO BO BPCKA CO
W3jaBUTEe HA JIECHO-OPHIEHTHPAHATA IPATEHHYKA Off
Hoga nemokpatrja Bo I'piiyja BO MHTEPB]YTO JIa/IEHO 3a
“ITHeeHUK”.

Ha mpamame gam ,pobJeMoT cO MMETO“ He €
HABUCTHMHA WIMETO, TyKy uaeHTUTeTOT, [lanagmmuriny
TIOMIIE3HO TBpJIEILIe JieKa ,HHUKOoj He MOXKe HUTY /1a TO
CMEHM TOa HHTY Ja Tocaka Jia TO CMEHHU, HO BO
HapeJTHUTE TIpalllarba camara KOHTPAIUKTPOHO ce
obu cede CH U CU IO TOKAKAa BUCTHMHCKOTO jmtie. Ha
mpaliame  3a
MakesloHIITE ¥  MAaKeIOHCKUOT jasHK aKo €
JloroBopeHo  uMmeto ,CeBepHa MakenoHuja“,
[ManmagyMuTpHy, KPaTKo, jacHO, 1 6e3 JIBOYMEH-€ U3jaBU

XHUIIOTETHUYKO HMEHYBAILETO Ha

JieKa THe aTprOyTy Ou Ovie ,,MaKeIoHIT! Of1 CEBEPOT,
IIITO € PA3/IMIHO o7 MaKeIOHITUTE Of TPYKO IIOTEKJIO.
A ja3UKOT € CJIOBEHCKH, T1a OV OWJT CJIABOMAKETOHCKH .
Bupere curypHU Aparu unTaTesy geka ,,MakeIoHI! Off
ceBepot” (Mako camvyrte Make/IOHITU He Ce OTpe/iesTyBaT
Baka) MHOTy Op30 Ke ce mperBopu BO ,(CeBepHO-
MakefoHIIM“ a HABPEJIMBOTO U HEMPUMATIUBOTO ,,
CJIABOMAKEJTIOHCKH'“ He 3aCJTy»KyBa OATOBOP!

OcraBajku TH Ha CTPaHA HEJTIEMOKPATCKUTE CTABOBU HA

[ManauMuTpHy, TeHEPATTHO CMETaMe JIeKa OB € YIIITe

€JIeH JTOKAa3 (3apeM Tpeba yiirre HeKoj /ia Ovpie yoeneH)
Jleka BUCTHHCKAa MeTa Ha ['pruja e Tokmy
penedpuHMpame Ha MaKeAOHCKUOT ujeHTuTeT. Ce
TIOYECTO CIIyITIaMe M3jaBH JIeKa ,,iJIEHTETOT OFUT CTaBeH
Ha Maca BO TIOCJIEAHO BpeMe“ WIH ,He € e Of
pasroBopute” HO (PaKTHTE IO KaKyBaT CIIPOTHBHOTO.
W pnenrerckyme nparara (o1 Toa ce pazdupa MpaBoTo
Jla ce KOPUCTH TIPH/IABKATA ,MaKeIOHCKH BO BPCKA CO
MMETO Ha MaKeJIOHCKHUTE I'paraHd, MAaKeJOHCKHOT
HapoJl, MAKEJJOHCKUOT ja3WK UTH ) € OCIIOPEeH Of
I'prpja MuOTY TOIMHY TIpER, 1991 To71,. [ToHaTamy, 1irrom
»PA3TOBOPH‘ ce TIOUHATH OKOJly MMETO Ha JIp:KaBata,
HEMHUHOBHO € Jia Ce ,YenKa“ W BO WIEHTUTETOT U
HAWBHO € YOBEK J]a MHCJIH JIeKa Toa HeMa /1a BJIFjae Bp3
0Ba MpaIlamke MaKap ¥ HHIAUPEKTHO.

[lopasu oBue mpuunHM, BpeMe e PemyOsmika
MaxkezioHHja Ja TH HANyIITA Pa3TOBOPHTE  CO
Penybsiuka TI'prmuja ¥ Ja TH  UCKOPUCTU
aITepHATHBHUTE PpeIlleHHja 3a MeryHapOJAHOTO
MPU3HABAKE HA HAIEeTo OQUIMjaHO (OJHOCHO,
BUCTHHCKO) MMe, OWIEjKM KakKo IITO BEJIM caMata
[ManmasimvuTpry, U €O IITO COCEMA Ce COrJIacyBaMe,
,Jac, Ha TpuMep, Ou Oria HaBpe/ieHa JIOKOJIKY HEKO)
MU TIPUIIHIIE WAEHTUTET KOj He cyM ro mMasa.“ Ema
Zpara Es3a, uctoro Baxku U 3a Hac MakezioHIUTe, 1
PETHO € ,Ballarta ApXkapa“ (3a pasyKa o APYTH, TyKa
ce KOPHCTH U3pa30T 0e3 37I0HaMepa) Ja IpeCTaHe J1a To
Hervpa MMeTO Ha MaKeIOHCKATa JIPYKaBa v IOCTOEHHETO
HA HE3aBHCEH MAKEJIOHCKU HAPOJT BHATPE U HAJIBOP OFf
CBOUITE IPaHMIIH.

ABCTPaJIICKO-MaKeJIOHCK KOMUTET 32 YOBEKOBHU
pasa
http://www.dnevnik.com.mk/?
ItemID=69EF8668BCDC5147906 DEDD59F3BD56C
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While | was driving back today from
work | listened to the 774AM radio with
what | believe was the news at about
0640pm. I was saddened to hear a report
of a member of an ancient Berbers tribe
in the northern Sahara desert, being op-
pressed in last decades by the Libyan
regime.

I was glad to hear that even under so
prolonged pressure and close to extinc-
tion, Berber tribes managed to retain
their culture, language and tradition.

Unfortunately, many Macedonians liv-
ing in what is today known as northern
Greece were not so lucky in the freshly
occupied territories upon crumble of the
Ottoman Empire.

After the Balkan Wars, Greek regimes
wiped from the face of the planet whole
villages and cemeteries in an attempt to
remove any traces of Macedonians.

Surviving children and women were
driven out in thousands in the neigh-

Dear

bouring countries and most of them
ended in countries like Australia, Canada
and USA.

To date, Greek regimes are negating the
existence of the Macedonian minority in
the northern parts of Greece, and the
remaining Macedonian population in
that region is being oppressed in every-
day life unable to learn the Macedonian
language, names and religion. Many
refugees are still unable to return to their
homes.

Furthermore, in more recent times,
Greek propaganda has advanced and
has penetrated in the EU institutions
successfully removing the records per-
taining to the Macedonian language and
nation.

To these efforts of Greek propaganda,
Bulgarian politicians find an ally in their
concerted attempts to negate the Mace-
donian minority in Bulgaria. For exam-
ple, just yesterday many Macedonian
journalists were prohibited entry in the

Dear Flight Centre

As return clients, we have recently
purchased return air tickets to
Macedonia for our family of five.
We were very satisfied with the
Ivanhoe store assistant, her
promptness and professionalism.

However, during the use of your
website | was very unpleasantly
surprised to see the name of my
country of origin, Macedonia,
listed incorrectly in the list of des-
tinations as "Skopje, FYROM
(Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia) (SKP)".

I am sure that you are simply un-
aware of how highly offensive the
naming of our country under this
name is to ALL Macedonians.

This name was implemented
around two decades ago under
irrational diplomatic pressure.
The name "Former Yugoslav re-
public of Macedonia™ is for use in
the realm of the United Nations
and its bodies only.

To the best of my knowledge
Flight Centre is a non-UN related
company; | sincerely hope I will
see the correct name — Macedo-
nia or Republic of Macedonia, on
your updated website as soon as
possible.

Failing that, I will be discouraged
from recommending your ser-
vices to my professional peers,
colleagues and fellow Macedoni-

ABC Radio

EU member country Bulgaria because
they were going to report on an annual
gathering of Macedonians in eastern
Bulgaria to celebrate the life and death of
aMacedonian revolutionary.

I sincerely hope that these not so exclu-
sive news items will find a time slot on
your respectable radio or TV pro-
gramme, as many of the Macedonian
refugees are still living in Australia as
witnesses to the concerted Greek and
Bulgarian regimes' crimes.

I sincerely hope that some of your re-
spectable journalists will find time and
will challenge the Australian government
to explain why is still not recognising the
demoacratically chosen name of the Re-
public of Macedonia and not following
the example of over 130 modern democ-
racies, like the USA, Canada, New Zea-
land and Russia to name a few.

Sincerely yours,
Goran Babusku

ans in Australia.

I am unsure of the source you re-
ceived the current list of countries
to be used in your software, how-
ever | would also strongly encour-
age you to contact your supplier
of the list of countries to also cor-
rect this unwanted error.

For the purpose of this trip we
have also visited numerous other
websites, both Australian and Eu-
ropean based offering similar ser-
vices and none of them had the
error your website is publishing.

Sincerely yours,
Goran Babusku




Opinion: "IT'S TIME" FOR AUSTRALIA TO
RECOGNISE THE OFFICIAL STATE NAME
OF MACEDONIA

Political and historical enthusiasts alike, as well as those Australians
who are old enough to remember, will recall the now famous “It’s
time” election campaign used by the Australian Labor Party (ALP) at
the 1972 federal election. The “It’s time” slogan alluded to the need
for a change in government following 23 years of conservative rule.

On the eve of the 40t anniversary of the year of that successful cam-
paign, Macedonians in Australia might consider symbolically invok-
ing those very words to rightfully claim that it is indeed ‘time’ for the
Commonwealth of Australia to finally change its deplorable policy in
relation to the Republic of Macedonia and recognise the country’s
official state name in bilateral relations.

In 1994, the ALP-led Australian government recognised Macedonia
“using the nomenclature the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedo-
nia in accordance with the terminology used by the United Nations™”
as claimed by the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and
Trade (DFAT). The Labor government also went a step further and
adopted a Directive in which the Macedonian community in Austral-
ia was renamed. Persons originating from the Republic of Macedo-
nia were renamed “Slav Macedonians” and persons identifying as
Macedonians but originating from other countries such as Greece
were further degraded, being renamed “individuals associated with
Slav-Macedonians”.

However, the basis of Australia’s ‘UN practice’ policy of referring to
Macedonia as “the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia” (as
claimed by successive federal government since 1994, including the
conservative Liberal/National coalition from 1996-2007) is riddled

(Continued on page 24)




(Continued from page 23)
with flaws and inconsistencies.

Firstly, the use of the aforementioned provisional (and
degrading) reference is for the internal purposes of the
organisation and it is in no way binding on UN mem-
ber states or others to use this term in bilateral rela-
tions with Macedonia. Indeed, some 131 countries to-
date, representing two-thirds of all UN members rec-
ognise the democratically chosen name of the Repub-
lic of Macedonia in their bilateral relationships, includ-
ing all of Australia’s major and strategic allies (i.e. USA,
UK, Canada) as well as other major powers such as
Russia, Chinaand India.

Secondly, to still claim the “UN practice” argument
today is somewhat odd given that Australia has made
decisions in bilateral relations which are completely at
odds with international or “UN practice”. For example,
with respect to the Republic of Kosovo, Australia de-
cided to bilaterally recognise the independence of this
country despite the fact that the issue of independence
itself was (and still is) a disputed issue between Bel-
grade and Pristina; Kosovo was not (and still is not) a
member of the UN; Kosovo was not (and still is not)
recognised by a majority of states around the world.
Despite all of these elements, on 17 February 2008,
Australia became only the 8% country at the time to
recognise the independence of the new state. In fact,
the Australian Foreign Minister at the time of recogni-
tion stated that “Australia respects the decision of the
people of Kosovo. The United States and the United
Kingdom have also indicated their recognition of Ko-
sovo’s new sovereignty” (Ministerial Media Release,
19/2/08).

Therefore, why does Australia not respect the decision
of the people of Macedonia to call their country as they
wish? Also, why as with policy on Kosovo does Austral-
ia not follow the lead of the US and the UK — two of
Australia most important allies?

Another example of Australian government incon-
sistency with respect to “UN practice” is present in re-
lation to the name of Myanmar/Burma. Officially,
within the UN the name of this state is the “Republic of
the Union of Myanmar” while as DFAT notes on its
website, ‘/t/he Australian Government refers to the
country as Burma.” Again, why the inconsistency?
Why does Australia not follow “UN practice” here?
Even more striking is the DFAT admission that despite
recognising the name of the country as Burma, “The
Australian Government uses Myanmar when com-
municating directly with Burmese officials and in
multilateral contexts, as appropriate” (DFAT Country
Brief on Myanmar/Burma).

In relation to Macedonia, the obvious question for the
Australian government to answer here would be: why
then doesn’t the Australian government maintain con-
sistency and use Macedonia or Republic of Macedonia

in bilateral communication with Macedonian officials
and in multilateral contexts?

The general point that policy-makers in this country
have failed to understand on this issue is that as a
modern democracy based on the rule of law, Australia
should respect and accept Macedonia’s democratic
right to its official state name. Australian policy in rela-
tion to Macedonia as well as being unjust is also out-
dated and it should be revised to bring it into line with
its major allies. Australia should be supporting demo-
cratic principles, an independent state’s right to deter-
mine its own destiny and its people should be given
the respect that is due to all peoples.

How would Australia and its people like it if they were
subjected to the same demeaning treatment? I am
sure that the overwhelming majority would be in-
censed if, for example, the Commonwealth of Australia
and the Australian people collectively were referred to
as the ‘Former British Penal Colony of Australia’ and
‘Anglo-Celtic Australians’. As an Australian citizen, |
would certainly find it offensive and inappropriate!

Furthermore, the Australian government's continued
use of “FYROM” is also a slap in the face for Australia's
loyal Macedonian community and the use of
“FYROM” contributes to any tension that may exist
between the Macedonian community and any other
communities in Australia. Australian citizens belong-
ing to the Macedonian community are sick and tired of
the degrading treatment they have been subjected to
by their own government i.e. the Australian govern-
ment.

Therefore the hour has come for a progressive shift in
Australian policy on this issue.

In light of their introduction of discriminatory and un-
fair policies in relation to the Macedonian community
back in 1994, and given the fact that they are currently
in power at the federal level, it seems only appropriate
that the current ALP-led government conform with
the now well established diplomatic practice employed
by a majority of countries. Namely, the decision should
be taken, without further delay, to recognise the official
name of Macedonia in bilateral relations.

Failing this, Macedonians in some electorates would be well
advised to express their outrage at the ballot box by telling
their local Labor MP: “It’s time...”

The AMHRC continues to encourage Macedonians in Austral-
ia to write to their local federal MIPs — regardless of their politi-
cal dffiliation - demanding a change in Australia’s policy in
relation to Macedonia’s name. Contact details for your local
representative can be found on the website of the Parliament
of Austradlia: http://aph.gov.au/house/members/index.htm

David Vitkov - AMHRC

—


http://aph.gov.au/house/members/index.htm

UHdoopmaumja 3a
MAKEeAOHCKAaTA
30eAHULLA

16-uoT HauuoHaneH nNONUC Ha HaceNeHWeTo W
AOMaKWHCTBaTa Ha ABCTpanuja Ke ce OApWM BO
BTOPHMK Ha 9Tv aBryct 2011 r.

Uenta Ha oBO] nonuc e ToyHO Aa ce wu3bpowu
HaceneHueTo M Aa ce Aobujar HEKOM rNaBHU
KapaKTEPUCTMKM Ha KUTENUTE Ha ABCTpanuja u
YCNOBUTE BO KOM }KMBEAT Ha HOKTa Ha nonwucoT. Co
nonucotr ce cobupaar wuHOpmMauMM Kou ce
OAHECYBaaT 33 CEKOj YNEeH 04 CEKOe CeMejCTBO BO
OPIKABATa, HO HEe MM 3EMa BO Npeasua NPUBaTHUTE
NOA3TOUM Ha NoeaAMHLUN.

JaBHOCTa OyYeKyBa Aeka MHPopmaumjata WwTo The
Ke ja KaMaT Ke ce 4yyBa A0BEpP/MBO U OBa €
obe3beneHo npeky 3aKOHOT 33 NONWUC U CTaTUCTUKA
poHeceH Bo 1905 r. Cute Bpabotenu Bo buporo 3a
CTaTUCTMKA Ce 3aKOHCKM 0OBp3aHM Ha [JOBEpPAMBO
OenyBare W HMKOraw He cmear Aa
MAEHTMGUKYBAAT NMYHM NOAATOUM Ha NoeauHUM
WAKM  OpraHMsauum Hapsop op buporo 33
CTaTUCTMKA. JIOKONKY HeKoj cnyxbeHuk ro
NPeKpWwn OBOj 3aKOH, MOXe Aa Aobue napuyHa
Ka3Ha uaM 3aTBop.

3a pa moxeme pga obesbegume  TOuHa
MAeHTUOMKAUMja Ha MaKedoHCKaTa 3aefHuua,
noTpebHO e CeKoj YOBEeK BHMMATENHO A3 OArOBOPU
Ha CUTe Npawarsa Bo NpawanHuKkor so 2011 r.

ABCTPaNUCKO-MaKEAOHCKMOT KOMUTET 33 YOBEKOBU
npasa CO MPEeTXOAHO  KOHCYNTUpake  Ha
NPETCTaBHUUM 04  COOABETHU  APKaBHM
MHCTUTYUMKU, M MMa WAEHTUDUKYBAHO ChegHuTe
YETUPU NPalliarba WTO Ce BaXHM 33 MaKefoHCKaTa
3aeqHnua.

Bpowypasa bewe nodeomeeHa 00:

Australian-Macedonian Human Rights Committee
Suite 106, Level 1

55 Flemington Road

North Melbourne, VIC 3108

Tel/Fax: (03) 9329 8960
info@macedonianhr.org.au
http://www.macedonianhr.org.au

3abenewsxa: Odzosopume HasedeHu eo bpowypaea ce
npednosu Ha AMKYI. Bue cme cnobodHu da odzosopume
Ha npawarama Kako Wmao cakame.

MPALUAHE BPOJ 12:
APHABA BO KOJA CTE POAEHU

AKO cTe pofeHuM BO AeHewHaTa MakeaoHcKa
Apkasa, Tpeba aa oarosopure:

2 "MACEDONIA” BO mecTOoTO Kage e
cneyucpmparo “Other - please specify”

12 i which cousby was the pemon borm? g
« Renemberty nan l0s M Y = Sat Zasted
Ve

Olfes - guane saecdy
MACEDON IR

BakHa uHpopmaumija!l

Mako cre Oune popeHM BO BpemMeTo Kora
MakepoHckarta apskasa bewe aen o Jyrocnasuja,
MHOry e Baxuo pa HE oprosopute Ha osBa
npawarwe co oagrosop ,Jyrocnasuja”“, [loctoj
nocebHa KaTeropuja 3a OBa NPalWare U CO BaKOB
OAroBop Bawata poaHa 3emja HEMA aa 6uge
3abeneaHa Kako ,MakegoHuja".




NPALIAHE BPOJ 12:
APYABA BO KOJA CTE POAEHU

CnedHama uHgopmayuja Ha npawarsemo bpoj 12 ce
o0Hecyea 3a oHue wmo ce podeHu eo Ezejcka
MaxkedoHuja unu MupuHcka MakedoHuja.

Ako opgrosopute Erejcka Makeaoumja” wunu
LMpuHcka Makeponuja” ke bugere 3abenexanu
KaKo A3 noTekHysaTe of MakegoHcKaTa ApKasa.
MHory e BaxHo aa HE oarosopute saka Ha oBa
npawame.

3a pa ce WUCTakHe faeka nocrojat Makepoduum
HaABop o4 rpaHuuMTe Ha MakeaoHCKaTa ApKasa,
MOpa A3 OAroBOPUTE TOYHO,

3HauM, aKo cTe poaeHu Bo Mpumja:

~* 3abenewerte “Greece”

12 Inwhich counbry was the pesson born?
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BaxHa undopmaumja!l Co Toa wro oarosopuste
L pumja” HE 3HAYM pexa aexknapupare rpyke eTHUYKO
notexkno. Mma nocebHo npaware 3a ETHUYKO NOTEKNO
Kafe WTO Ke MOXeTe Aa Hanuwerte ,MakeaoHCKo., "

NPALLUAKE BPOJ 18: NOTEKNO

bBes pasnuka kapge cre popeHu (MakeaoHwja,
lpumja, Asctpanuja unu Ouno kape) sawerto
E€THMUYKO NOTEK/O € MaKeJOHCKO.

3a oBa npawawe ce 6pou A0 TPU reHepauuu
HaHasap (poautenu, 6abu wu  peposum, WM
npababu u npagegosum).

~* Hammmere “MACEDONIAN" 8o mecroto
obenexano “Other - please specify”.

18 Whet i e parman's ancestry? 5 S
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MPALUAHE BPOJ 16: JASUK

Ako 360pyBaTe MakefoOHCKM, Be3 pasnuka KoKy
Aobpo, Tpeba aa ogrosopure:

# “MACEDONIAN"” Bo mectoto wto e
cneunduparo “Other - please specify”.

18 Does the parson speak & language other than Ny Exgleh iy b Go s 10
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MPALLAHE BPOJ 19: PEJIUTUIA

AKO ce uaeHTUOMKYBaTE CO MaKe[OHCKaTa
npasocnasHa penwruja Toraw Tpeba  Aa
OAroBOPUTE Ha 0Ba NPaLlakbe:

~ “MACEDONIAN ORTHODOX” 8o
mectoTo obenewano kako “Other - please
specify”.

19 Whet s tha parson's milgion? Caruie.
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MACEDONI A
N ORTHODO
X
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Be monume pa 3abenexure fAeKka ako OArosopure
camo ,Orthodox”, nocrou nocebHa kateropuja 3a
oBa npawarce 1 HEMA pa bupere sabenexaHu Kako
BEPHMK Ha MaKeAOHCKaTa NPaBoC/iaBHa Penuruja.

Mcro Taka aKo ce naeHTMdUKyBaTe o Apyra penuruja
(Ha NnpuMep: METOANUCTUYKE, NCNAMCKE, UTH) TOral Ke
Tpeba Aa HasHauuTe Koja.




Vinozhito — Fights Racism in the European Parliament: Mace-

donians are Macedonian and Speak Macedonian
April 6 2011

Dear Member of the European Parliament,

We are writing to you in relation to a most disgraceful
email sent by the so-called “Green” MEP from Greece,
Michail Tremopoulos to the EFA/Greens group in rela-
tion to amendments to the Progress Report on the Re-
public of Macedonia currently before the European Par-
liament.

In that email, Mr Tremopoulos has outrageously claimed
that “In paragraphs 24 and 25 using the terms Macedo-
nia and Macedonian in the AFET text, pre-empts the
talks about the name issue and bypasses the official EU
recognition status. If passed in the final text, it would
just be a "bonus" to the nationalist government to
demonstrate international support ahead of the early
national election already decided.”

I think it is time that we, the members of the Macedonian
minority in Greece CLARIFY a few issues for Mr Tremo-
poulos and the EFA/Greens group in general:

The use of the terms “Macedonia” and “Macedonian”
do not in any way “pre-empt” any discussions that
are taking place about the so-called name issue. In
fact the inclusion of the terms rejects the racist agen-
da of the Greek state in denying the Republic of Mac-
edonia and the Macedonian people the right to self-
identification.

The claim by Mr Tremopoulos that the inclusion of
the term “Macedonian” in the report would “just be a
"bonus" to the nationalist government to demon-
strate international support ahead of the early na-
tional election” is simply absurd. According to this
‘logic’ the EU should never mention the name of any
country, people or language because it might “assist”
a “nationalist” party. Let us be clear, this is simply a
futile attempt by Mr Tremopoulos to use the upcom-
ing elections in the Republic of Macedonia as a cover
for his racist agenda. If there were no elections in
Macedonia, he would still oppose the use of the term
“Macedonian”.

References in the report to the Macedonian language
not as Macedonian, but as the “state language”,
“official language” and “local language” are undigni-
fied. Moreover it demonstrates a double-standard as
this is not a practice for Progress Reports in relation
to other countries such as Serbia, Croatia, Albania
and Turkey.

To oppose the use of the terms “Macedonian lan-
guage” and “Macedonian citizens” is fundamentally
incompatible with the basic principles of the Europe-
an Union. Article 2 of the Treaty on the European
Union begins by declaring that, “The Union is found-
ed on the values of respect for human dignity, free-
dom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and re-
spect for human rights...”, while Article 3 (ex Article
2 TEU) of the same treaty commits the EU to
“respect its rich cultural and linguistic diversity”. In

addition, Article 4 of the same Treaty requires the
Union to “respect the equality of Member States be-
fore the Treaties as well as their national identities,
inherent in their fundamental structures, political
and constitutional...”

The correct term for the official language of the Re-
public of Macedonia is Macedonian. This language is
spoken not only by the citizens of the Republic of
Macedonia but also by many persons in the neigh-
bouring countries and in other parts of the world.
The recognition of this language as Macedonian has
a long standing tradition in the linguistic and wider-
academic community, and indeed by international
organisations such as the United Nations.

The European Greens have officially committed
themselves to opposing such human rights breeches.
At the European Green Party’s 10th Council Meeting
held on 29 March 2009 in Brussels, the party adopt-
ed a policy entitled “Protecting and promoting hu-
man rights” in which it committed the Greens to “to
take any legal steps necessary to challenge
decisions that might violate human rights.”
The European Greens might like to apply this princi-
ple and oppose and reject any attempts to replace
the term Macedonian in reports on the Republic of
Macedonia.

Also, we must say that to be honest we are not surprised
by Mr Tremopoulos’ views. They are no different to the
other parties in Greece (from the extreme left to the very
extreme right) the position is the same. While many had
hoped that Mr Tremopoulos and the Greens would pro-
vide a much needed breath of fresh air, regrettably his
views are no different to the racist views that currently
prevail in every major party in Greece, from left to right.
In fact in any truly democratic society, his views would
belong to the extreme right and should therefore be con-
demned!

Moreover, Mr Tremopoulos’ views are incompatible with
EFA/Greens principles and his membership of the group
must be reviewed. He should be held to account for his
flawed and fundamentally undemocratic views and it is
incumbent upon the group to demand an explanation
from him.

Finally, we urge the EFA/Greens group to defend the po-
sition that the terms Macedonia and Macedonian for the
Macedonian language, Macedonian citizens etc remain in
the text before the European Parliament.

Pavlos Filipov Voskopoulos — EFA Rainbow
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EBPONCKA CNNOBOA4HA AJIMJAHCA
BUHOXXMTO
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BuHoxuto Bo OgbpaHa Ha MakegoHCKMOT Ja3uk
n UpeHTuteT BO EBponckuoT lNapnameHT

«HE3PEJIN» 3EJIEHUTE HA
reynJA, Co CMBOLUPBEHU
HUJAHCU

Mo noBog [Ouckycujata BO
Esponckmor  lNMaprnameHT  Ha
7.4.2011 Bo Bpcka co M3BeluTajoT
3a Hanpenok Ha P.MakenoHuja,
nonuTuykuTe Mpynun, NpeTxogHuTe
AEeHOoBW, M  Ouckytupaar
CTaBoBUTE-NPEAno3nTe Ha
nsBeLUTajor. Okony npeasnosnTte
ce pasroBapalLe 1 Bo [pyrara Ha
Esponckara CrnobogHa AnujaHca/
3enennte. Mefy HvB bGelle wu
Mwuxanmc Tpemonynoc,
EBponpaTeHuk, 4neH Ha rpukute
3erneHn, Koj ucnpatm  mail-nmcmo
KoH ['pynara co uen aa ce ycsojar
HeroBuTe CTaBoBW BO [pynaTa, BO
BPCKa CO TEKCTOT Ha KOHEYHUOT
WasewrTaj. E.C.A-BUHOXNTO, n
aKko Hema eBporapnameHTapeL,
yyecTByBa BO EBporickara
Cno6oaHa AnvjaHca v ja Hanpasu
nogonHata MHTEpBeHUMja BO
ctaBoBute Ha M.Tpemonyroc,
MpeKy CrnegHoTo MUCMO  KOH
EBponapnameHTapuute n
MpetcematenctBoto Ha E.CA/
3EJIEHANTE.

MNMouutyBaH NocnoguHe 6
Anpun 2011

Mopony npuvkaxyBame  eneH
cpameH e-mail, koj wTOo 6Gelwe
ucnparteH o4
TakaHape4eH »3ENEH,,
eBponapnameHTapeL, Ha [puuja,
Muxanmc  Tpemonynoc  KOH

E.C.A/3ENNIEHUTE, BO Bpcka co
U3MEHUTE BO W3BELUTAOT 3a
Hanpenok Ha Pen.MakegoHuja,
npen EsponcknoT [NapnameHT u
noToa ro npuKakysBame nMCMOTO
Ha BMHOXWUTO KOH OBaa eBporicka
naptja-koarmumja Ha E.CA/

3ENEHUTE.

Bo oBoj email, r.Tpemonynoc
HENMOrMYHO 1 Nyao, TBpAELLE Aeka
«Bo napazpagpume 24 u 25 Ha
mekcmom  Ha  u3sewmajom,
Kopucmejku a2u  mepMuHUMme
MakedoHuja u MakedoHeu, ce
rpeducrioHupaam pa32oeopume
80 6pcKa CO rpawiaHemo Ha
uvemo u ce 3aobukoryea
ohuyujanHuom  cmamyc  3a
rpusHasarbe 00 cmpaHa Ha E.Y.
AKko cemo moa roMuHe 60
uHanHuom mekcm, Ke 6ude
camo edeH  ,,60HYC,, 3a
HauuoHanucmuykama graoa,
Koja Ke Moxe Oa [puKaxe
MeryHapoOHa rodpwka rped
rpedspemeHume  HayUOHasTHU
u3bopu Kou eeKe ce 00rTyHeHU .

BepyBave pgeka Bpeme e, Hue,
MakenooHumte BO [pumja, Aa
pasjacH1uMe ogpedeHn npailada
okony r.Tpemonyrnoc n E.CA/
3EJIEHN:

1. KopucTereto Ha
TEPMUHUTE ,MakenoHuja,,
" »MakenoHeLl,, He

yHKUMOHMPaaT Ha  HWedeH
Ha4YMH KaKo NMpeaucrioHnpar-e Ha
Ouno Koja auckycuja BO Bpcka CO
TakaHape4yeHoTO nMpallake Ha
nveto. BeywHocTt, ondakareto
Ha TepMuHuTe, ja OTdpnyBa
pauMCTMYKaTa areHaa Ha rpykara
apxaga npotme P.Makenonuvja v
NPaBOTO 3a CamoonpenenyBaH-e
Ha MakeooHcKOoT Hapog,

2. TepoereTto Ha r.Tpemonyrioc
Aeka ondoakareTo Ha TEPMUHUTE
«MakenoHeL-MakeqoHCKO»  BO
nsBewwTajoT "ke Guae camo eaeH
«BOHyC» 3a HaumoHanucTuyKaTa
Briafa Koja ke Moxe Aa npuKake

MefyHapogHa nogpluka  npeq
npenBpeMeHNTE HaLMOHAaITHM
n3bopun" € eqHOCTaBHO ancypaHo.
CornacHo co oBaa ,Jiorvka,, E.Y.
He ke Tpeba HuKoraw pJda ro
CMOMHYBa MMETO Ha 6urno koja
ApaBa, HapoA UInu jasuik, buaejkm
Taka OM MOXerno aa ,,TIOMOTHe,,
enHa ,,HALIMOHANNCTNYKA,,
napTvja. Heka cme jacHu, osa e
camMO efdeH 3anygeH obug Ha
r.Tpemonyrnoc, Aa rm UCKopuUctm
noHuTe n3bopu Bo P.MakenoHuja
Kako MpekpuvBKka 3a Heroara
pauMcTnika areHga. W pga He

nocroea n3bopute BO
P.MakenoHwuja Bo 6rincka ngHuHa,
MOBTOPHO ke OGewe npotmB

KOPUCTEHETO Ha OBUE TEPMUHN.

3. Axo BO M3BewTajoT,
MakeOOHCKMOT  jasuk He ce
cromeHyBa kako MakeooHcku
TYKY KaKo ,,jasuKoT Ha Op)aBarTa,,
,OpuumjanHmoT jasuk,,
W |, JTIOKarNHMOT jasuk,, Toa Ke
ovoe HeLTo TOTarHo

HeOoCToMHCTBEHO. [nyc Toa, ke
NpUKake OBOjHM CTaHOapau BO
E.Y. Buoejkn Toa He e npakTuka 3a
M3BELLTajTE 3@ HANPEOOK Ha APy
3emMjn kako Cpbuja, Xpsarcka,
AnbaHuja n Typumja.

4.  CnpoTucTaByBaH-€TO  Ha
KopUcTeHe Ha
TepMuHUTE ,,MakeOooHCKN jasuK,,

n ,MakegooHckn rparaHun, e
BCYLLHOCT HeCrnojMBoO €O
OCHOBHUTE Hadena Ha
EBporickata YHuja. YneHoT 2 Ha
Horosopot/Criorogba  3a E.Y.
MoYHyBa n3jaByBajKn nexa
«YHmjata ce Gasvpa Ha

BPEOHOCTUTE HA MOYUTYBAH-ETO
Ha YOBEKOBOTO [OCTOJHCTBO, Ha
cnoboaara, Ha JemMokpaTujara, Ha

(Continued on page 29)




Pavle Vaskopoulos

(Continued from page 28)

€HaKBOCTa, Ha NpaBHaTa apXxaea n
Ha MOYUTYBAHETO HA YOBEKOBUTE
npaea..», [Jodeka 4rieHoT 3 Ha
uctmotr  [orosop/Crnorogba, ja
obep3yBa E.Y. pa ro ,nouutyBa
BoraTtcTBOTO Ha KynmTypHata U
jasnyHa  pasHoBugHocT».  [lnyc,
yneHot 4 Ha  wuctmot [orosop/
Criorog6a ogpenysa geka E.Y. «ja
noYMTyBa €0HAKBOCTA Ha ApKaBuTe-

YreHKn npeq Cnorogbvre-
[loroBopute KakO W HUBHUOT
HauMOHaneH WOEHTUTET KOj €

CBOJCTBEH CO HMBHaTa OCHOBHA
CTPYKTYpa, NONUTUYKA U YCTaBHa...»

5. ToyHmoT TEPMUH 3a
odpmumjanHmoT jasuk Ha
P.MakenoHuja e MakegoHCK/ jasuk.
OBQj jasvk ce 36opyBa He camo oA
rpafaHute Ha P.Makegonuja, Tyky u
0f, MHOrYy Jyf'e BO COCELHM 3eMjU U
apyrm MecTa BO CBETOT.
[Mpy3HaBakeTO Ha OBOj ja3uK Kako
MakegooHCk®,  COuMHYyBa  edHa
aonroroguiiHa  Tpaguumja BO
jasnyHaTa 1 noLmpokKara akagemcka
3aedHvua, HO M BO  MelyHapoaHu
opraHusaumm Kako ObeguHeTuTe
Hauun.

6. EBponickiTe 3eneHn odomupmjanto
ce obBp3aa pgeka ke ce

CnpoTVCTaByBaat Ha cekoe
MPEKpLUYyBaHk-€  Ha  YOBEKOBUTE
npasa. Ha 10  CocraHok-

KoHdepeHunja Ha CoBeToT Ha
Esponckara 3eneHa MapTuja, Ha 29
Mapt 2009 BO Bpucen, naptujata
YCBOW MONMUTUKa 3a «3alTtita u
yHanpedyBake Ha  YOBEKOBUTE
npaBa» CO koja ke Tpeba cute
3enen «ga M npessemar cute
HEOMXOAHW 3aKOHCKM MEPKU 3a Aa
HanaraaT oArnykiTe Kou Moxebu aa
m npekpLuaT YOBEKOBUTE
npasa. Esponickute  3eneHn
MoXebun On cakane ga ro npuveHar
OBOj MPMHUMM 1 A ce CrpoTuCTaBaTt
n pa otdprnaar cekoj obmag 3a
3aMeHyBah-e Ha TEPMUHOT

A

MakenoHeL-MakenoHcko, BO
n3BeLLTajTe noBp3aHn co
Peny6nuka MakegoHuja.

Wcto Taka, Tpeba oa kaxxeme aeka
NCKPEHO He BeBMe W3HeHadeHu of
CTaBoBuTE Ha r.Tpemonyrnoc, He ce
pasnvKyBaaT Ha  HUWTO  Of
CTaBOBWTE Ha Apyrute NapTum Ha
lpumja (o4 CKpoC nesuTe OO0 CKPOC
aechute). CraBoBuUTE Ce WUCTW.
[opeka MHOrymmHa ce HageBaa
aeka r.Tpemonynoc W Herosute
3eneHn ke aoHecar eaeH notpebeH
30VB Ha CBEX BO34yX, 3a >ar,
HerosuTe CTaBOBU He ce
pasnukyBaaT OO  pPauUCTUYKUTE
CTaBOBW KOW [EHEC npeoBnaayBaar
BO cekoja ronema naptuja Bo [pupja.
BcywHocT, BO cekoe  BUCTUHCKA
[AEMOKPATCKO OrLLTECTBO, HErOBUTE
ctaBoBM ©OM  npunarane  Ha
yrTpagecH/LaTa n ke ce ocyaysaal

Mnyc, crasoBuTe Ha r.Tpemonynoc
Ce HEeCrnojvBM CO MPUHLMNUTE Ha
E.C.A/3EJIEHU " HEroBoTO
y4ecTBO BO oBaa [pyna ke Tpeba ga
ce npeucrmta. Ke Tpeba na 6uge
MOBMKAH Ha  OOrOBOPHOCT  3a
HEroBMUTE MOrPELUHA W OCHOBHO
aHTUOEMOKPaTCKM ~ CTaBOBM U
lpynata ke mMopa ga My nobapa
objacHyBam-a.

Ha kpaj, mm nosukyBame E.CA/
3EJIEHW, pa ja 6paHat nosvumjata
neka  TepmuHute  MakenoHuja-
MakenoHcku jasuk-MakeoHcKM
rparaHn, Tpeba pQga ocraHaT BO
TEKCTOT Ha W3BELTOT  npeq,
EsponcknoT NapramveHr.

(MoBeke peranu 3a cnyudajorT,
MOXeTe pga npouutate BO
BeOCTpaHMuata Ha BuHOXUTO,
www.florina.orq ]
www.vinozito.orq ).

Co lNoyum
lMpemcedamesnicmeo Ha E.C.A.-
BUHOXXUTO, napmujama Ha
MakedoHuyume eo Npuuja.


http://www.florina.org
http://www.vinozito.org
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The Thin Line Between a Mistake
and Hypocrisy

By George N Papadakis

When we were kids in school we were taught in reli-
gious studies about the Scribes and Pharisees whom
Jesus - 14 generations later - would strongly rebuke for
their hypocrisy. This was all in vain as to fight against
human hypocrisy is a battle lost as soon as it is started,
even for someone like Jesus.

So it’s even harder for ordinary mortals like us who are
compelled to endure hypocrisy in all its different shades
and shapes. However, if we can’t win the fight against
the hypocrites, that shouldn’t stop us from identifying
and unmasking them, so that at least others will be fore-
warned and escape becoming their victims.

A frequent misunderstanding among Macedonians in
past decades was that when any political party present-
ed itself as leftist, it was immediately assumed that it
would be positively disposed toward them. Let us recall
the election victory of PASOK in October 1981 and the
hopes it had revived. Just a few months later the Gen-
imatas-Skularikis racist law came along that prohibited
the repatriation of those political refugees that were not
“Greek by birth”. This destroyed all illusions created by
Andreas Papandreou and his Governments that the
Macedonians would get a better deal.

The Greek Communist Party which emerged after the
fall of the military junta, in sticking to the agreement for
its legalization, sold out its own history and the Mace-
donians who believed in it, so that it now completely
denies their recognition and even existence. This was
the Greek Communist Party that was transforming it-
self from within into a “Coalition of the Left and Pro-
gress” (sicl) and afterwards into today’s SIRIZA [a
“leftist” coalition]. Yet at the same time, it has not devi-
ated from the national “red line” on the Macedonian
issue, and this in spite of the few marginalised people
who had stated and still talk about the issue as it really
is, only not on every occasion.

The left-party that unconditionally stood on the side of
the Macedonians was the small OAKKE. However, the
joint election ticket with Vinozhito was more a liability
for the latter than an asset, as it resulted in the party

being inaccurately labelled as “ultra-leftist” and that lost
it many Macedonian votes.

This rather sad story unfortunately does not end there.
Big-mouthed journalists from “progressive” publica-
tions, big and small, drink from the nationalist waters of
hypocrisy before they mention the Macedonians both
within the borders and beyond them. They consider
themselves sufficiently “progressive” when they utilise
the racist “Slav-Macedonian” label instead of other de-
rogatory terms like “Slavophones”, “Philoskopians”, or
just plain old “Skopians”. In-depth “analyses” are in-
voked in all places by the leftists —“the Bulgarian revolu-
tion of Ilinden”, the “Bulgarian Komiti" etc; even
though itis well known that the very symbol of the neo-
Greek nationalist myth, Pavilos Melas, spoke of Mace-
donians and the Macedonian language.

From this perspective, it should not surprise anyone
that another political group with a leftist ideology, the
Eco-Greens, have completely turned against the Mace-
donian ethnic identity on the occasion of the report on
the progress of the Republic of Macedonia on which a
vote was taken in the European Parliament just before
last Easter.

However, in this party, things weren't really as simple
as they appeared. The European MP for the Eco-
Greens, Mihalis Tremopoulos, who had demanded in
writing from the parliamentary group of his party for
the European Parliament to wipe out the terms
“Macedonia” and “Macedonian” from the final text of
the report, regarded himself until very recently as a
friend of the Macedonians. This was plain from his
statements over radio in the Salonika region and his
public remarks at the first presentation of the ABCE-
DAR in Salonika in 2006. Let’s not forget that the Eco-
Greens had boasted that they would surprise everybody
by managing to get a two digit percent of the vote in the
last Euro-elections. However, when the political regime
in Greece and its lackey journalists understood what
might happen, they used the well-worn formula of
“Philoskopians” going to Brussels to wage anti-Greek

(Continued on page 32)
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propaganda. We all remember what happened. After
the stormy war of words, the Eco-Greens barely suc-
ceeded in getting just one Euro MP.

In other words, their support of the Macedonians had
cost the party very dearly, a matter which their leaders
most likely will still remember. It’s a fact that the nation-
al elections are looming and that the Greens have a
great chance of being elected to the Greek Parliament
and that is why it is so obvious that Tremopoulos and
his cronies, don’t want to run the risk of another “media
war”. Consequently they are attempting to use the very
arguments their opponents have used to harm their
cause — and of course, the crucial sticking point is their
relations with the Macedonian movement in Greece.
Thus the Eco-Greens, have clearly decided to reverse
their policy on the Macedonians, announcing that there
has to be a mutually acceptable solution to the name of
the Republic of Macedonia. Hence, they have adopted
the same position as all the Greek parties who are
fighting like lunatics in Brussels so that nothing even
hinting at anything “Macedonian” should become pub-
lic as “it would strengthen Gruevski’s nationalism”.
How absolutely ridiculous! Something really unheard
of!

Such a change in stance is crude, clumsy and complete-
ly naive. It betrays the fact that the Eco-Greens and
Mihalis Tremopoulos lack the backbone to sustain their
ideas and policies, caving in to the pressures from the
Establishment for the sake of short-term political gain.
The worst is not the betrayal of the Macedonians by
someone they considered a friend (and will probably
remain so) — they’re quite used to that sort of thing, in
any case. The worst is that yet another political party
which led many to believe that it would make a differ-
ence to the Greek political scene with both the environ-
ment and the right to self-identification platform has
shown itself unequal to the task and very weak to boot.

And that is most unfortunate for this miserable nation,
and for the Eco-Greens themselves in the long run. We
all have a right to making mistakes, but we should be
prepared to suffer the consequences. Apart from not
being a “Philoskopian”, one should also prove that one
is not a Pharisee (hypocrite). And that sort of thing is
virtually impossible in today’s pervasive neo-Greek par-
anoia...

George Papadakis is a journalist and a member of the
Presidency of EFA Rainbow — Vinozhito.

Special thanks to Jim Thomev for translating this article
from Macedonian to English.

Kako manu Bo y4unuwiTeTo y4eBme BO 4acoT Mo
BepoHayka 3a KHwkHuumte wn dapuceute koum m
nomuHysalle 14 reHepauuu Vcyc, kapajkm rv CUnHo 3a
HUBHOTO nuuemepue. bes nocebeH pesynTar, Kako WTO
ce Buge, Oupejkm ga ce OGopuw CO YOBEKOBOTO
nvuemepue e butka og MoveToK M3rybeHa, aypu 1 3a
eneH KMcyc.

YwTte noBeke 3a Hac OOWYHUTE CMPTHULUM KOW CMeE
NPUHyAEHW fa ro TpnuMe oBa nuueMepue BO CUTE
HWjaHcu 1 HMBOa. Ho, ako He MoXxeme Aa nNpeoBrnagume
BO bopbaTa co nuuemepute, Toa He HWU npeun Bapem
ha ce obugeme ga M nouvpame M ga rm Bagume of

TeHkaTa pasnuka mery
rpeLuka v nuuemepmue.

Ha ljopzoc H.Manadakuc

HUBHUTE ,,LLUKOSIKK,, HA jaBHO MOKaXyBare, CO Hagex
Aeka Ke npepynpeovme gpyru nyre , co uen ga He
cTaHaT U TUe HUBHW XPTBM BO MOHUHATA.

EpnHo 4yecTo Hegopasbnpane Koe npeoBnagysalle Mery
MakenoHuuTe BO npeTxogHuTe AeueHun, belwe geka
ouno «koja naptmja koja curypupawe wunm ce
camomnpe3eHTupaLle Kako nieBoopreHTUpaHa, bewe de
facto nosutmBHO pacTpoeHa KOH HuMB. Heka ce
notcetume Ha wu3bopHata nobega Ha [MACOK Bo
OxtomBpu 1981 n HagexwuTe Kom M pas3byan. Hekonky
Meceuu nodouHa CTUrHa PaunCTUYKMOT 3aKOH Ha

(Continued on page 33)
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"eHumarac-Ckynapukuc, KOj ro 3abpaHyBalue
BpakaweTo Ha Tue nonuTuiku Oeranum Koum He
bea ,,lpum no pog,, 3a ga M cpyLn cuTe UNy3nm Kom
bea cospaneHu geka AHgpeac lNanaHapey u HeroBuTe
Bnagu ke rm Tpetupaart nogobpo MakegoHuute. danw-
KNI koja npounsnese nocrie Auvkratypara, OpXejku ce
BEPOjaTHO KOH [4OroBOPOT 3a HejanHaTa neranusauuja,
ro npogage co Haj MM3epeH HaYUH HEj3UHOTO MUHATO U
MakenoHuuUTe Kon BepyBaa BO Hea, 3a [a CTUrHe JeHec
00 TOTanHO HMBHO HerMpawe K HenpuaHasawe. Kl
BHaTpewHo «koja ce TpaHcdopmmpalle npBO Ha
Koanvuuja Ha JleBnuara n Hanpegokot (sic!) n notoa
Bo AeHewHata CUPU3A, ucto taka He nsbera Hukoratu
0of HauuMoHanHarta ,,upBeHa nuHuja,, 3a npallaHkeTo, n
NoKpaj MUHUManHUTe nyre, cerorawl OTCTPaHeTW, Kou
KaXyBaa-u ylwTe M KaxyBaaT paboTuTe Kako LTO ce,
HO He BO CEKOj Cny4aj.

EoucteeHata neBa napTuja koja ce noctaBu 06e3
ycnoBum Ha cTpaHa Ha MakegoHumTe, Gewe manaTta
OAKKE. Ho HejsuHaTta wu3bopHa koanuumja co
BuHOXNTO BepojaTHO M oTexHu MakegoHuuTe rmacaym
Ha napTMjaTa HaMecTo Ada WM TMOMOrHe, OGuaejkm
umMm ,,3anenu,, mery apyrute gesvHdopmauuun, 1 UMeTo
Ha ynTpanesu4apu.

OBaa TaxHa mMcTopuvja 3a xan Hema Kpaj. 36opnecTtu
HOBWHapW Ha ,,MPOrPECMBHM,, NeYaTHN CPeacTBa, Manu
W ronemu, nujat o4 HauuMoHanHata nujadka,
nuuemepueTo, nNpen Aa rm cnomHaT MakeooHumTe, BO U
HagBop o rpaHuuute. Ce cmeTaaT 3a AoCTa HanpegHu
TMe Kou ke cnomHaT ,,CnaBomakenoHLK,, HaMecTo
MU3EepHUTE ,,CNaBoOHY,, ,,oUnockonjaHuu,, uUnu u
camo ,,CkonjaHum,,.

OrpomMHu aHanmau Ha cekage neeunyapute
cnomHyBaaTt ,,6yrapcka pesonyuuja Ha WnuHaeH,,
n ,byrapu Komwutn, kora gypu wu cumbonum Ha
HOBOrpPYKMOT HauuMoHaneH muT kKako [Maenoc Menac,
crnoMHyBaa MakenoHum 1 MakeaoHCKN jasuk.

Mon oBaa rrmegHa To4ka, 3Haun, He 6u Tpebano HUKOro
[a W3HeHagyBa, WTO YyWTEe egHa MonuMTuYka
dopmaLmja, KOja npunara Ha nesuTe BepyBambAa,
Ekonosute 3eneHun, ce cBpTyBaaT LENOCHO NPOTUB
MaKegOHCKMOT HauWMoHaneH WAEHTUTET, NOo MoBOA
M3BELLTAjOT 3a Hanpeaok 3a Penybnuka MakegoHuja, 3a
Koj ce rmacawe manue npeq Benvroen sBo EBponckuor
MapnameHr.

Ho BO cny4yaj Ha KOHKpeTHaTa naptuja, pabotute He
Oea TONMKy eOHOCTaBHWM KOMKY LITO uM3rneaar.
EBponapnameHTapeyor Ha  Ekonosute  3enenu
Muxanuc Tpemonynoc, koj nobapa npeky mejn o
napnameHTapHara frpyna Ha Heroeata napTuja BO
Esponckuot MapnameHt ga ce  usbpuwaar
TepmuHuTe ,,MakegmoHuja,, un ,,MakegoHckn, of
dUMHaNHNOT TEKCT Ha U3BELUTAjOT, ce cMeTalle A0 npeq
Marky Kako mpujaTencku HacTpoeH KoH MakegoHuuTe.
Op Herosute paguoemucum Bo CONMyHCKO 4O HErOBOTO
NPUCYCTBO W jaBHO rOBOpPEH€ BO TEKOT Ha MPBOTO
npeseHTnpawe Ha ABEUEOAP Bo ConyH BO
2006roanHa.
nocnegHuTe

He T1peba pa 3abopaBame pfeka BO
eBpon3dopu,

eKkonosnTte 3eneHn

nokaxxyBaa [eka Ke Wu3HeHagaT M Ke ycnear fJa
0be3benat asoumdpeH NpoueHT. Ho kora NonnTUYKNOT
pexuMm Bo [pumja U HeroBuTe HOBMHApW ,,nanaranwu,,
pasbpaa To MOXebu Ke ce cny4u, ja uckopucTunja Beke
YCMELWHO MCKOpUCTEHa peuenTta Ha ,,cpunockonjaHun,,
Kou ke otTmpat BO bpucen u ke TepaT aHTUrpyka
nponaranHga. Pesyntatotr cute ro namtume. [locne
OBaa KOMyHMKauucka Oypa, ekono3uTe 3ereHn enBaj
ycneea fja nobujaT egeH eeponapnameHTapeL,.

Co pgpyrm 300poBM, HMBHata nogplka  KOH
MakegoHuuTe 3a Manue Ke MM YuHelle cKano Ha
napTujata, HeWTOo LTO HajBepojaTHO HUBHUTE nuaepu
ywTe ro namrtaT. ®akT e Aeka HauuoHanHuTe n3bopu ce
onwkat u geka 3erneHuTe Mmaar roneMu LWaHcu Aa
BMe3arT BO MPYKMOT MapfiaMeHT, na 3atoa € ouurnegHo
aeka Tpemonynoc u HeroBute Gnucku, He cakaaTt Aa
puckupaat M ga gobuaT ywTte egHaw ,,MeguyMcka
BOjHa,,. [Mopagu Toa, ce obmnaysaaT ga MM og3emar Ha
HUBHWUTE MPOTUBHWULM aprymMeHTU KOW BepojaTHO 6wm
KopucTene 3a ga rv nospegar. Ml cekako Haj OCHOBHO
o[ Ce e HMBHaTa pernauuja Co MakedoHCKOTO ABMKEHe
Bo lpumja. Taka, ekonosute 3eneHw, ogny4vvja Kako
LWITO € O4YMrnenHo, CBPTyBake Ha HUBHATa MOMUTUKA,
HarnacyBajkm geka ke Tpeba ga ce Hajae 3aegHMYKO
npucdatnMeBo pelweHne 3a wumeto Ha Penybnuka
MakenoHuja, 3acTaHyBajkm Ha WCTa no3uumja co
apyrute rpykum naptum kom 6ecHo ce 6opat Bo bpucen
CO LeNn HMKage Aa He ce CMOMHYBa HULWITO MaKeLoHCKO,
Ouaejkn BO CNpOTUBHO, TBPAM, Ke ce 3acunu
HaumoHanuM3moT Ha [pyeBckn. Xaxa,HevyeHo HewTo!!!!

EpnHa TakBa npomeHa Ha cTaBoBu e rpyba, nonmTuyko
HeBellTa M LEenocHo amartepcka. VIcTo Taka nokaxysa
aeka ekornosuTte 3eneHn u Mwuxanuc Tpemonynoc
HemMaaT 3a an TeXuHa 3a ga rv nogpxaat OO Kpaj
HMBHWTE CTaBOBM W NO3WUMKW, MNOMyWTajkn nog
NPUTUCOKOT Ha PEeXMMOT U Ha NpuBpemeHara
nonutuyka pJobueka. W Haj nowoto He e pgeka
MakegoHUuTe 6une npegageHn yuwTe edHall of HeKoj
LITO ro cmeTaa 3a npujaten (M Moxebu ke ocTaHe Kako
TakoB). Ce HaBMKHATM Ha TakBW npegascTBa. Haj
nowoTo e fJeka ywTe efHa napTuja Koja Hartepa
MHOTYMWHa [a BepyBaaT [eka Ke [OHece HewTo
pasnMYyHO Ha rpykara NonuTu4YKa cueHa, NpaBejkn Kako
3Hame n ekororujata " npaBoTO Ha
camoornpegenyeawe, Ce [OKaxyBa nogony of
cocTojbute, cnaba 3a ceto Toa. M Toa e MHOry fnowwo 3a
OBaa KyTpa p[pXaBa, HO W 3a camuTe 3efneHu
ponropoyHo. Cute nMmame NpaBo Ha rpeLka, Ho Tpeba
Ja CMe ChpemMHM pJda M CHOcuMe nocneguumTe.
OcBeH ,,chunockonjaHel,, ke Tpeba Beke ga goKaxKyBall
aeka He cu Papuceey (nuuemep). N HewTo TakBO BO
AeHellHaTa HOBOrpyKa napaHoja, e CKOpO
HEBO3MOXHO...

ljoproc MNanagaknc e HOBUHAaP U YneH Ha
MpeTcepatencTBOoTO BUHOXMUTO

This article originally appeared in Nova Zora no.14
May 2011. Special thanks to the editor of Nova Zora,
Dimitri Jovanov, for translating it especially for the
AMHRC Review, from the original Greek to Macedo-
nian. http://novazora.gr/
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Established in 1984 the Australian Macedonian Human Rights Committee (AMHRC) is a non-governmental organization that informs and
advocates before international institutions, governments and broader communities about combating racism and promoting human rights.
Our aspiration is to ensure that Macedonian communities and other excluded groups throughout the world, are recognized, respe cted and
afforded equitable treatment.
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concerning the Macedonian people, challenging government policy, defending and promoting the community’s interests, the AMHRC has
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AMHRC Advocate's Club

Informational Cocktail Evening

The Australian Mace-
donian Human Rights

Committee (AMHRC)
hosted an intimate
gathering in the very
congenial Balcony
Room of the Northcote
Town Hall. The in-

clement, very wintry for
autumn night, did not
prevent the AMHRC’s
Advocate’s Club mem-
bers from attending.

Messrs KambovsKi,
Nastevski, Vitkov and
Vlahov, from the Exec-
utive of the AMHRC,

port on the current ac-
tivities of the organisa-
tion. On the local lev-
el, these include: an ac-
ademic study of the
Macedonian language
In cooperation with a
leading Australian Uni-
versity; a country wide
parliamentary political
lobbying campaign to
end Australia’s negative
stance towards the
Macedonian state and
the systematic dissemi-
nation of the AMHRC’s

gust census.

Internationally, in
cooperation with the
Toronto based Macedo-
nian Human Rights
Movement Internation-
al (MHRMI) and other
partner organisations
(for the details of these
bodies please view the
International Macedo-
nian Network listings at
the end of this Review):
the maintenance of
Macedonian language
classes and other Mace-

census pamphlet in : .
) donian cultural mani-
prepal’atlon fOF the AU‘ (Continued on page 36)
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festations in Greece, Albania
and Bulgaria; the production
and distribution of the pro-
Macedonian newspaper, Nova
Zora, throughout Aegean Mac-
edonia; the latest developments
in regard to the monumental
legal action against the Greek
state on behalf of dispossessed
Macedonian refugees; the pro-
vision of crucial support to
Macedonian candidates in the
recent Albanian elections; the
joint organisation of the San-
danski Memorial - the major
annual Macedonian cultural
manifestation in Pirin Macedo-
nia, Bulgaria; the Our Name
IS Macedonia campaign; the
recent electoral victory in Aege-
an Macedonia, Greece, by a
member of the leadership of the
pro-Macedonian political party,
Vinozhito and the announce-
ment of the AMHRC’s recent
introduction of a New York
(USA) based representative —
Ivan Hristovski...for more de-
tails about the AMHRC’s Advo-
cate’s Club, please contact the
AMHRC via the means offered
at the end of this Review.




NMOCETA HA ABCTPAJIUCKU
NONNTUYAP BO JIEPUH

depnepanHMoT npaTeHnk Ha 3anagHa ABcTpanuja u
NOMMUTUYKN NPECTaBHMK BO ABCTPanmnckuoT
MapnameHT, Jlyk CumnkmHc (Luke Simpkins), rn
NnoceTn HeogamHa KaHuenapumte Ha napTujata Ha
MakegoHuuTe Bo Npumnja, BUHOXUTO, BO JlepuH 1
pasroBapalle CO NpecTaBHULM Ha NapTujaTta 3a
npobriemuTe Co Kou ce coodyBaat MakegoHumTe
Tamy. VIcTo Taka, ce CpeTHa 1 Co NPeCTaBHULM Ha
[omot Ha MakenoHckaTa KynTypa Bo JlepuH,
OpYLUTBO KOe BeKe [BaeceT roguHun ce obuaysa oa
Ce perucTpvpa, a rpukuTe BnacTtu, 1 Nokpaj Oanykute
Ha MeryHapogHuot Cya 3a Yoekosu [NpaBa BO
CTtpasbypr, ogbveaar ga ja usspLiaar
perncTpauujata.

"ocnoguHoT CUMNKWHC, Mery apyro, usjasu: “Bo
lMepT, Kage WwWTo Me u3dbupaar, XuseaT unjagHuum
nyre Ko NOTEKHyBaaT of, BallutTe MecTa, U
HajronemMnoT Aen of HMB, ce nsjacHyBaaT Kako
MakegoHum no HaumoHanHocT. CToTo ce cnyyyBa u
BO ocTaHaTtara AscTtpanuja. lNopagn Taa npu4ynHa,
oosly4MB Aa rm NnocetTam Mectara Ha HUBHOTO
MOTEKNO 1 Aa ce 3ano3Haam o 6rnmcKy co cute osme
npoGniemm co Kom Aypu 1 BO 210T BEK ce coodyBaar
N ManTpeTupaaTt HUBHUTE POOHUHW, HO N CaMuTe
Tre. OBMe oeHa nnaHupam ga ja nocetam u
Penybnuka MakegoHuja.”

MpecTtaBHUUMTE HA BUHOXUTO 1 Ha [loMOT Ha
MakenoHckata Kyntypa, lNasne dunvnos
Bockonynoc u MNewe umyes, ro nicopmupaa
AscTpanuckmnoT lNpaTeHrk 3a HeNpu3HaBaHeTO Ha
MakenoHUMTe of CTpaHa Ha rpykaTa gpkasa, 3a
npobnemoT Ha 3abpaHara 3a Bpakare Ha
nonuTudkuTe Geranuu, 3a pauucTUYKMTEe METOAM Ha
MHO3UHCTBOTO NpOTMB MakegoHUMTE HO U cuTe
Opyrv rpynu nyre Kou ja usjaByBaat HMBHaTa
pPa3nNMYHOCT, 3@ MaKeQoOHCKMOT ja3uk, caboTmparara
BO Bpeme Ha n3bopu, obngute 3a dancudukysame
Ha MakegoHCKaTa KynTypa, cyaeHjara 1 onwTo 3a
aBaHTypuTe BO Bpcka co [lomoT Ha MakefoHckaTa
KynTypa n mHory gpyru pabotu og 6e3kpajHara Hu3a.

OvmuTpu JoBaHoB — ypeaHuk HoBa 3opa

AN AUSTRALIAN POLITI-
CIAN VISITS LERIN

Australian MP Luke Simpkins (left) and Home of Macedonian Culture
representative, Petse Dimchev (right)

A member of the Australian Federal Parliament,
Luke Simpkins (from the seat of Cowan in Western
Australia) recently paid a visit to the Lerin offices of
the political party representing Macedonians in
Greece — Vinozhito (Rainbow) — and with Represent-
atives of that party, discussed the problems facing
Macedonians in Greece. While in Lerin, Mr. Simp-
kins also met with representatives of the Home of
Macedonian Culture, an association which has been
trying to register itself for 20 years, without success,
as the Greek authorities refuse to permit it — in spite
of favourable rulings by the International Court of
Human Rights in Strasbourg.

Among other things, Mr. Simpkins mentioned that:
“In Perth, where my seat is located, there are thou-
sands of people who originated from your area and
the largest number of them, declare themselves to
be Macedonian by ethnicity. A similar thing can be
said about other parts of Australia. This is the reason
I decided to visit the places from which they originat-
ed, in order to familiarise myself with all these prob-
lems their mistreated relatives and which they them-
selves still face, even now in the 21%. Century. In the
coming days I also plan to visit the Republic of Mac-
edonia.”

Representatives of Vinozhito and the Home of Mac-
edonian Culture, Pavle Filipov Voskopoulos and Pet-
se Dimchey, informed the Australian MP about a
number of problems: the refusal of the Greek state
to recognise the existence of Macedonians; the re-
fusal of the Greek state to permit Macedonian refu-
gees to return and its refusal restore their citizenship
and property rights; the racist methods utilised by
the majority against Macedonians, the Macedonian
language and all other groups that declare their oth-
erness; subversion during the elections; attempts to
distort the meaning of Macedonian culture; the court
battles over the Home of Macedonian Culfure and
numerous other matters...

Dimitri Jovanov — Editor of Nova Zora
Translated from Macedonian to English by

George Vlahov of the AM ﬂﬁgl




One of the Best

The famous Paul Simon once said; “Music is
forever; music should grow and mature with
you, following you right on up until you
die.” In the case of Macedonian-born David
Belkovski music has been an integral part
of his young life. Straight from a musical-
ly inclined family and already causing a
stir in his local Michigan community with
his limitless talents on the piano, this 16
year old virtuoso is looking to hone and
perfect his skills in one of the most pres-
tigious schools in the United States. With
a recent performance on one of the world’'s
greatest stages already under his belt this
young Macedonian is looking to continue
onward towards his goal of achieving great-
ness. His father Peter, (whom many Macedo-
nians In North America know simply as Pet-
se) is a singer in the Macedonian group
Alpina and has told me “I hope and believe
that one day he will achieve his goal to be
one of the best, a place where he actually
belongs.” Well, with natural ability, dedi-
cation, and a father and family who believe
in you - the sky"s the limit...

This past October you played in the world famous
Camegie Hall in New York City with an honourable men-
tion. What was it like playing on one of the biggest stages
in your young career?

Amazing. 1 was in awe in New York. It
will definitely be one of the most memora-
ble times of my life. At Carnegie the win-
ners and honourable mentions played in
Weill Recital Hall and this was extremely
exciting, not only to watch talented kids
perform, but also to perform on such a re-
nowned stage.

An Interview with David
BelkovskKi

By lIvan Hristovski

How old were you when your family left Macedo-
nia for America? What was the experience like?

I was 4 years old when we came to
America from Skopje, Macedonia. 1 really
don’t remember that much at all. I was too
young -

Speaking of Macedonia, what are your thoughts

on Macedonia and the Macedonian minorities struggling
for basic human rights in Greece and Bulgaria?

I"'m not really into politics and 1
would be lying if | said 1 was up to speed
about what’s been happening over there the-
se last few years. But I do know and under-
stand that what is happening to Macedonia
and the Macedonians in those countries is
plain wrong.

How did you get tumed on to music?

I was 6 years old when my parents
bought me a toy piano and it took off from
there. My father had gotten me some lessons
and I haven’t stopped since. He actually
pushed me and motivated me to play the pi-
ano. | gained a passion for i1t and my
skills increased as 1 got older and as |
went through several instructors who have
helped in my development.

How many hours a day do you practice? What are

Depends. 4-5 hours a

your interests outside of music?

S



day. Sometimes even more. | have a girl-
friend and friends whom I like to hang out
with. 1 also like basketball and other
sports as well. | do enjoy spending time
with family and friends though.

Besides classical music what are your influences
and does it show in your playing?

I like a lot of styles and genres of
music. From Alternative to Rap. Influences
in my playing would have to be performers |
watch today and fellow musicians that are
more than welcome to give constructive
criticism. However, more recently 1°ve been
reading Robert Frost and E.E. Cummings and
I think I"ve been really influenced musi-
cally by them as well, their poetry to be
precise.

| have seen your father perform and the energy he
puts outis extraordinary. Would you say that this is a qual-
ity he has passed on to you when you perform?

Absolutely. Energy is one of the key
ingredients in my performance. | definitely
inherited that trait from my father. He’s
always telling me to put my soul Into mu-
sic. | put my body and soul into it. That
is how 1 project my music.

You attend a very prestigious school in Michigan.
What's it like?

Yes, Interlochen Center of the Arts
in Michigan under the supervision of Dr.
Thomas T.J. Lymenstull one of the most fa-
mous teacher pianists in the world. It’s an
awesome place to learn and the people there
are great. It’s a positive step up from my
perspective because this will only help me
improve my playing.

The cost of such a school must be expensive for
your family.

It is expensive and It is definitely
a fTinancial strain on my family. But my
father gave me his blessings and 1 am
grateful that they are 100% behind me in
pursuing this big step. My parents have
even relocated the family to North Carolina
once so that me and my sister could attend
the Northwest School of the Arts. 1 defi-
nitely wouldn’t be able to do any of this
without theilr support.

Are you familiar with the work of Macedonian great

Simon Trpceski? Do you think you guys are in the same
league?

I’ve definitely heard of him and lis-
tened to his music. He’s great. I'm still
just a kid though so I can’t say I'm in his
league yet. 1 have my goals set and 1 want
to achieve every single one of them. 1 hope
to attend Julliard, Eastman School of Mu-
sic, The Colburn School, or Curtis Insti-
tute of Music. Ten years into the future 1
hopefully see myself in one of these con-
servatory’s working with a teacher I'm very
comfortable with and working towards a de-
gree that will help me In my career as pia-
nist.

Whatis next for you? Is there another performance
coming up?

I have a recital on June 17%. at

Evola Music in Shelby, Michigan. 1 have
about an hour and will be featuring works
by Franz Liszt, Beethoven, Rachmaninoff,
and others.

Thanks for your time David and all the best with
your future musical endeavours.

lvan Hristovski — AMIHRC New York Representative




Dear Respected Readers,

It is a great honour and pleasure to an-
nounce that the organising and initial prep-
arations for the 3 Macedonian Film Festi-
val (MFF) have commenced.

We are a small group of volunteers who
selflessly give up our time and skills in or-
der to organise an event which holds great
importance for and amongst the Macedo-
nian community. Our goal is to present and
promote the Macedonian culture and herit-
age, as well as ensuring that the event
gets bigger and better every year.

The festival will open in Melbourne on the
28" of October 2011. As well as making
the Melbourne festival a huge success, this
year we also aim to reach the Macedonian
people and communities in other cities by
holding the festival in Canberra, Sydney
and Auckland, New Zealand.

The MFF is supported by the

Ministry of

yuTarenm,

Co 3a10BONCTBO
n ropgoct Be uHpopmupame feka
3anovHyBaaT  nogrotoBkMTE  3a
Tpetmor no peg MakegoHckm
dunmckmn Pectmsarn.

Hve cme rpyna Ha BOMOHTEPU KoM
HecebM4YHO o JaBaT CBOETO BPEME U
CBOUTE CMOCOBHOCTU BO peanvsaumja
Ha edeH BaKeH HacTaH 3a
MakedoHckaTa 3aegHuua. Llenta Ha
M®® e cekoja rooguHa gda ooume
YeKop rMoHartaka WM ycrnewHo Ada ja
MpeTcTaBuME Haliata Kyntypa W
3aegHMua BO ABcTparvja a of
roguHaea v Bo HoB 3enaHn.

OBaa rogyHa HaWMOT Yekop €
dmnmMekmot cpectmsan aa

[IOCTUTHE U
[10 MakenoHekara
3aegHMUA BO

Cwponej, KaHbepa
n AyknaHg co

L \
MAC§?3N} .

(Macedonian Consulate-General in  Mel-
bourne and Embassy of the Republic of
Macedonia in Canberra), Ministry of Culture
and the Macedonian Film Fund, as well as
many sponsors from the Macedonian and
Australian communities.

We are officially extending our welcome to
all potential sponsors who have an interest
in becoming part of this experience, which
proudly supports the history and culture of
Macedonian film. By sponsoring the MFF
you will play a part in building the founda-
tion of a great tradition which will reveal to
the world our proactive Macedonian com-
munity in Australia, and the efforts we take
to support the growth of the Macedonian
people and culture enjoyed throughout the
world.

You can request all information relating to
sponsor packages and options by emailing
us at info@macedonianfilmfestival.com.au
or calling the numbers below:

Sotir Stojcevski —0420 976 847

George Pilovski — 0413 564 426

We are a not for profit
organisation and
significantly
depend

orBopare BO MenbypH Ha
21.11.2011 rogyHa.

MakegoHcKMoT ¢ounmeckn pectmsan e
nogapkaH o MUHMCTEPCTBOTO 3a
HaaBOpeLHN pabotn (FeHpenaHuoT
koHaynar Bo MenbypH 1 ambacagara
Bo KaHGepa), MwuHucTepcTBOoTO 32
kyntypa Ha Penybnuka MakenoHuja,
dunmekmor  doHg Ha  Penybrnivka
MakenoHvja n Hu3a of CrnoH3opu of
MakeOooHCKaTa W aecTparnmckara
3aegHuLa.

Be noevkyBame u Bue ga craHete
[er o} OBOj HaCTaH Koj ja nooapxysa

dmnmeckata uctopuja M Kyntypa Ha
MaKeQOHCKNOT oM 1 3aegHo aa ro

HanpasMme OBOj HacTaH
He3abopaBeH.

3a Bac noteHumjanHm CroH3opu oBa e
noeanHa MOXHOCT aa ro
peknammpare Bawwvor ©m3Huc wm
KOMNaHujata nog  foroTo  Ha

MakenoHckmor dunmckn Pectrean a
BogOHO W pga ro pagere Bawor
NpMOOHEC KOH MOCTaByBake Ha
TemenuTe Ha egHa uBpcTa Tpaauumja
Koja Ha CBETOT Ke My ja MnpuKake
MaKeOoHcKaTa 3aegHvLA BO
ABCTpanuja kako eauHKa Koja He ce
pasgernysa 1 LIENOCHO ro NoaapKysa

ek

MACEDONIAN
FILM FESTIVAL

on the generosity and financial aid from
our sponsors. We humbly ask you to sup-
port MFF and our vision to transform this
event into a great tradition going forward
and something for future generations to be
proud of.

Thanking you in advance!
Sincerely yours,

Macedonian Film
Festival committee

www.macedonianfilmfestival.com.au

pasBojot
Ha KyrnTypara
Ha MakegoHuuTe
o, LienuoT CBeT.

WHpopmaummTe 3a
CMOH30PCKUTE MaKETUN KoM
Bu ce pocranHn moxete ga
m oobreTte nNpeky emann agpeca: in-
fo@macedonianfilmfestival.com.au

Cotup CrojueBckm 0420976847

Llopy! Munoeckm 0413564426

Be mMonume ga He noagopkute Hac,
BOMOHTEPUTE Of, KOMUTETOT HA MDD
n 3aegHo MakegoHckmor Punmckn
dectuBan BO ABCTparMja ga ro

NPETBOPUME BO Tpaamumja.
OB0oj HacTaH e pakoBodeH non
NoGpoTBOpHa opraHusauja n

LEenocHO 3aBuck of mHaHcucKa
NMOMOLL Ha CNoH30pUTE.

Bwv Gnarogapume,

KomutetoTt Ha

MakenoHckmor dunmckn

decTmBan

www. macedonianfilimfestival.com.au
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The novel Pirej by Petre M. Andreevski now stands as one
of the enduring classic works of Macedonian literature. It is
required reading for nearly all students who receive their
education in Macedonian schools, and it is a much loved
work among the adult reading public of the Republic of
Macedonia. It should also interest those in the Macedonian
diaspora, dispersed in the wide world, all those who seek to
keep a special place in their hearts for Macedonia. Readers
should not have too much trouble finding a copy of this
book in the original or in English translation. The storytell-
er’s art of Petre M. Andreevski will certainly move them as
it has so many others.

The story unfolds in alternate chapters narrated by village
wife and mother, Velika, and then her husband Jon.
Through this couple the author takes readers on a journey
through past times and places in the Macedonian experi-
ence that reveals the stubborn, enduring essence of the Mac-
edonian spirit. This central theme of the novel is announced
in a preface note that explains the meaning of the title:

“Pirej is a stubbom grass, a weed that some call koshtreva. But do
asyou like to it —smash it down, tear it up, dig it out, you won'’t kill
it. If just a small piece touches the earth, it revives and begins to
Sflourish again. Nothing can destroy this weed.”’

And so it is with Andreevski’s Macedonian peasants at the
beginning of the 20" century. They are people who suffer
terribly in life. At every turn they are greeted by new, daunt-
ing challenges as poverty and war ravage the land and peo-
ple of Macedonia. Jon loses his parents as a child and is
raised by the monks at the local monastery. Velika’s father is
a pechalbar, a migrant worker in far off Istanbul, who leaves
her mother to raise her children as best she can in his long
absence.

Velika and Jon begin a family in the lean, hard years after
the Ilinden Uprising. Andreevski follows their lives through
the Balkan Wars and World War One. There is little direct
reference to the tragic political history of Macedonia during
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Petre M. Andreevski’s Pirej

those years, when the Great Powers and the surrounding
nations turm Macedonia into a battleground where they
compete for shares of the ancient land with little regard for
those who live there. The focus in this story is on the day to
day reality of life for the common individual, here represent-
ed by Velika and Jon. The fabric of their family and com-
munal village life is thoroughly torn apart, although, as we
learn, it will never be totally destroyed.

Jon, like the majority of the young men of the time, partici-
pates in a local committee organized by the Internal Mace-
donian Revolutionary Organization during the period of the
llinden Uprising against the Ottoman Turkish colonial rul-
ers of the land, and he continues his participation in the af-
termath of the failed rebellion. The Balkan Wars and World
War One, that pit the surrounding states against Turkey and
then one another, draw the local men into the armies of
those states. Jon is drafted into the Serbian Army while his
brother, Mirche, ends up fighting on the other side in the
Bulgarian Army. Velika, left to manage the family as best
she can in these hard times on her own, loses one after an-
other of her children to illnesses, the ravages of poverty and
war.

The outlines of the story, however, tell us little about the
power of the narration. As an example, here is an excerpt
from a later chapter, when Velika 1s visited by some of Jon’s
former comrades, who ask her:

“Where is your husband?”

“He’s a soldier,” I say. “My husband.”

“Whose soldier is he?”’ they say. “Whose?”

“Idon’t know,” I say. “The Serbs came and got him.”

“He’s a traitor,” they say. “‘And there’s no coming back for him.
There’s no place anymore in this village for him, and he could be
killed.”

(Continued on page 42)




(Continued from page 41)

“Idon’t kenow,” Isay. “I don’t know anything about politics.”

“Since you don’t,” they say. “Bring us the proof of ownership of the
house. The house,” they say. “And the fields, and the rest.”

“I don’t have anything,” I say. “The ownership is all in his name,
since the house and land are all his.”

“You, it means, side with a traitor,” they say and they brandish
their bayonets menacingly at my throat.

“I support my husband,” 1 say. ““I gave my word before God that I
would support him.”’

“Go ahead and slit her throat,” the leader of the band tells them.

They prepare their bayonets, and I begin to hear the murmuring of
aspring as if it flowed through my ears.

“Go ahead and slit my throat,” I say. “Butcher me! I've begged
God to hasten my reunion with my children,” I say. “There’s no-
body here for me to live for,” I say “And my children are waiting for
me on the other side. They may still be hungry,” I say. “They were
all hungry when they died.” I say. “They may be waiting for me to
bring them a crust of bread. Just as the baby chicks need a brood
hen, they may need me. It will be a heroic act, if you dlit the throat of
this abandoned wife,” 1 say. “Come, do i, here is my neck. Don’t
hesitate,” Isay. “I'was butchered long ago.”

They spur me on with their bayonets at my throat, and | grow
numb, as I say to myself ‘Lord,” I say, Really, can it get any
worse,” I say to myself Now I'm beginning to feel afraid and at the
same time not afraid. . . ..

In a subsequent chapter, Jon returns home from the wars, a
broken man, and the author conveys some hint of Jon’s sor-
row and sense of loss in a small incident in which a long lost
letter finally arrives at their home, from Jon on the battlefield
to Velika:

Jon takes the letter and holds it up in front of the candle. He
reads it. Reads it, and then rereads it, repeatedly, a number
of times. He comprehends something, something he hadn’t
understood until now. His head is in a muddle.

“What does it say, man?” I say. “What is in the letter?”’
“It doesn'’t tell us anything now,” says Jon.
“How'’s that, that it doesn't say anything,” I say.

“Because it is a letter that I myself wrote to you,” he says. “From
the front, and here it is arriving after all this time. That’s our postal
service, for you. It reads: A lot of people have died, but I don’t know
why theyve died. But that’s the times we live in. Everybody just
says: since I'm likely to die, at least let those who want to kill me die
aswell. If death were pleasant God himself would choose it. Or does
he die along with every human being who perishes? Elsewhere it

says: A kid from Lerin died by my side. He raised himself up a bit
too high and took a bullet. ...”

“ . .Listen to this!”’ And he reads again: “Tell somebody to write a
letter for you and tell me how things are going, how you're all doing.
Let me know how the kids are doing and if they re behaving them-
selves. My greetings to you and send my greetings to Angeleta, and
to Kapinka, and to Zdravka, and to Rosa, and to Zvezdana. And
say hello to Ulja and anyone else who asks about me. Guard
against llnesses and the bastard soldiers. Tell Ulja that Mirche isn’t
in America, he’s here in the army.” Jon finishes reading the letter,
folds it up and begins to weep.

There are those who would ask: What on earth do we gain
by being reminded of such terrible, tragic moments in the
lives of our grandparents? | would respond by posing the
question: What do we lose by not examining their lives dur-
ing those years? Isn’t our own humanity diminished and our
own growth as human beings stunted, when we choose not
to avail ourselves of every opportunity to grasp the fullest
meaning and content of life as it flows through the genera-
tions and through family and community?

Here is the essence of Petre M. Andreevski’s message to us
in his novel, Pirej as | understand it: We are here today be-
cause those who preceded us in this life endured, persisted,
found it within themselves, despite some of the most terrible
suffering and losses imaginable, to still believe enough in the
promise of life to carry on and continue it. They did this de-
spite all. They repeatedly brought new life into the world and
nurtured its growth when nearly everything they nurtured
was taken from them. As the story of Velika and Jon tells us,
they did this even when their spirits were nearly completely
broken, and death no longer held any fear for them. They
persisted despite all. When we grasp the full meaning of that,
we become more capable of honoring their enduring
strength, and more capable of realizing that we also have the
power within us, born of our ancestry, tested to the limits of
endurance, to also endure against enormous odds. Like Ve-
lika and so many others like her, we can nurture life today,
tomorrow, and the day after that, despite all. If Andreevski’s
novel is a harsh and unromanticized picture of the Macedo-
nian past, that does not make its message for the Macedoni-
an present a grim one. An important lesson that many of us
learn with time is that persistence is almost always rewarded
in life.

An English language version of the novel Pirej is available
through Pollitecon Publications (http://
www.pollitecon.com/), translated by William Firth and
Mirjana Simjanovska, under the title Pirey (2009). Macedo-
nian copies of the book have been readily available in a
number of editions since its initial publication in 1980.

Dr. Michael Seraphinoff

http://www.macedonianlit.com/




Macedonians Demand Resignation of
Liberal MP Jim Karygiannis

Reuters

Toronto, Canada (May 11, 2011) -
As expected, the Liberal Party of
Canada has, once again, completely
ignored racism within their own par-
ty. As reported by Macedonian Hu-
man Rights Movement International
(MHRMI) on March 8, 2011, Liber-
al MP Jim Karygiannis spewed out
more anti-Macedonian hate,
caught on video, at a lecture ti-
tled "Insight to Hellenism" at the
University of Toronto on March 5,
2011.

While praising the lecture,
w hich glorified
Greece's persecution of Macedo-
nians and which defended the
bombing of Macedonian civilians
during Greece's Civil
War, Karygiannis once again re-
ferred to Macedonians as
"Skopjans”. This is a term used
by Greece to negate the ethnic
identity of Macedonians and
evokes Greece’s horrific cam-
paigns, past and present, at eth-
nically cleansing or forcibly as-
similating its large Macedonian
minority.

On March 8, MHRMI called on
"...Canadian politicians, regara-
less of party affiliation, to de-
mand Jim Karygiannis' immediate

this was to no avail. lronically,
during the election campaign,
every other controversial issue
related to the “ethnic vote"
seemed to be embraced by every
political party and reported on in
the media.

While addressing one of
the guest speakers, Christos
Karatzios, Karygiannis said “7Ais
(lecture) has to be brought into
the House of Commons”, and
"...come and enlighten the rest
of my colleagues on what Is
Greece...” He added, "Sir, [/
would welcome you to send a
letter to all the members of par-
liament...I'd be delighted to
help”.

Karygiannis said "...The Skopjans
as | have to politically call
them...”. What motivates him
"politically”" to use such a deroga-
tory term? Is he in Canadian par-
liament to carry out the work of

the Greek government?

Karygiannis also referred to Mac-
edonians as "Skopjans" in an in-
terview for the Globe and Mail on
September 21, 2007, following
Canada's recognition of the Re-
public of Macedonia. Canadian-
Macedonians were outraged and

Liberal MP

Jim Karygiannis

flooded the Liberal Party with
demands that Karygiannis be
reprimanded. The Liberal Party
ignored the issue and instead
chose to attack Canada's recogni-
tion of Macedonia, pandering to
the Greek-Canadian community.

MHRMI reiterates its call
on Canadian politicians, regard-
less of party affiliation, to de-
mand Jim Karygiannis' immediate
resignation. We ask that con-
cerned Canadians do the same
via the contact information on
our website. Jim Karygiannis'
continued presence in Parliament
is an affront to traditional Cana-
dian values.

HtH

Macedonian Human Rights Move-
ment International (MHRMI) has
been active on human and national
rights issues for Macedonians and
other oppressed peoples since 1986.
For more information, please visit
www.mhrmi.org, or contact
MHRMI at 416-850-7125, or in-

fo@mhrmi.org.

Reuters

http://www.reuters.com/
article/2011/05/11/idUS249330+11-
May-2011+MW20110511
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OOKAKO HE YCIEAJA OA HE 3AMOITYAT CETA CE
OBMAOYBAAT A HE NMPEMOJYAT

On Cmojko Cmokoe

CobopoTt BO 4ecT Ha JaHe CaHgaHCKu ce npeTBopu
BO TpaguuMoOHanHa maHudpectaumja, nspas n cumoon
Ha  MakegoHCKOTO  noctoewe BO  [lMupuHcka
Makegonunja n byrapmja. Ce opraHmsmpa cekoja
rogvHa BO AEHOT Ha HEroBoTo yomucTeo. MakeaoHum
og cuTe KpauvwTta Ha MakegoHuja goaraaT ga ja
uspasar cBojaTa MNOYUT KOH roneMuMoT BojBoga U
Oopel 3a HeszaBucHa MakegoHuja. Kako wrto e
peyeHO BO no3HaTaTa MakedoHCKa necHa ,Ako
yMpam unu 3a2uHam, HeMoj 0a Me xanume ... 8ue Ha
epob da mu dojme, opo Oa 3auspame ... Ej, eepHu
Mou Opyeapu, rnecHa 3ariejme MeHe crioMHeme!”,
Taka un MakegoHuute Ha OeHOT Ha yOMCTBOTO Ha
IMUpYHCKNOT Lap He co nnaderwe U Tpayp, TYKYy CO
necHa u opo nspasyesaat No4YuT KoH JaHe CaHaaHCcKku
W ro geknapvpupaar CBOETO MOCTOeHe U PeLLeHOCT
Oa ce usbopat 3a ceouTe npaea. OBa e Hajronemara
MakedoHCKa MaHudecTaumja Bo geHelwHa byrapuja.

EpoHa ponro Bpeme 3abpaHyBaHa, NpucBojyBaHa W

20 £ AMHI RETANIO AR UKD ANCRLsiat

JAHE CAHRMANCKA

1872 1015201
>\
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nonpeyysaHa MmaHudecTtaumja. Nocne gse geueHuu
6opbun MakenoHumTe BO byrapuja ce msbopuja 3a
npasoTo cnobodHo Aa ja opraHm3npaar.

W roguHaesa Ha 17 anpun BO rpagot MenHuk Gelue
cemakegoHCKNOT Herosu
OMO

ABCTpaJ'I NCKO-MaKeOHCKHU

cobop.
MnuHped”-MAPUH,

KOMUTET 3a 4YOBEKOBU

ofp>KaH
opraHusatopy bea
npaBa, MakegoHCKO MefyHapogHO [BWXeHue 3a

yoBekoBu npaea Bo KaHaga, [pywTBOTO Ha

penpecupaHuTe MakegoHuu BO Byrapuja,
TpagnumMoHanHa MakegoHcka opraHusauunja BMPO
(HesaBucHa), MakegoHCko XpucTujaHcko 6paTcTBO
,CB. npopok Unuja”, KyntypHo-npocBETHO APYLUTBO
KnAa Kra

.HapogHa ounTeH

.,Hvkona Banuapos”, .Lap Camyun’,

MMnuHaeH”,  BEecHMK Bonja’”,
.MakenoHcku rnac”.

Hacnpotn obnayHoTo M LOXANMBO BpeMe [ojaoa
Hag 1000 nyre. CobopoT 3ano4Ha Co MONoXyBaHe

(Continued on page 45)




(Continued from page 44)
BEHLUM W LBEKMHA HA CMNOMEHWKOT Ha JaHe
CaHpaHckM of opraHusaropute, CO narawe Ha
KorleHa W MMWHYTa MONMYele BO 4YeCcT Ha cute
3arnHaTtu 3a crnobopga v npaesa Ha MakegoHuMTe 1 co
ucnonHysawe xvmHatra Ha OMO ,Ununpen®-NMUPUH
.Haponoe makegoHckn®. Oumutap VBaHOB, 4neH Ha
LlentpanHuot cosetr Ha TMUPWH, pojoeH gypu o
ceBepHobyrapckuot rpag LWymeH opgpxa rosop u
peuuTtan BoO 4vecT Ha JaHe CaHgaHcku. CobopoT ro
nosgpasuja ,BUHOXUTO* n ApywuTBOTO Ha ErejumTe BO
Butona. MNMo3gpaBHO NMMCMO UCNpaTy pPeaakTopoT Ha
Hoea 3opa, Oumutpu JoaHy. Ha cobopoT HacTanuja
TBOpeYKN ponknopHn rpynu oa Pasnor, BbaHcko,
Bnaroesrpag, rpynata Ha ,bpexaHckute 6abun”’ of
cenoto bpexaHn. YgapHo MecTo BO nporpamara
umawte Bojo CTojaHOBCKM BO AyeT CO HEroOBMOT BHYK

Bnatko MunagnHoBcku, Kou ro 3ano4yHaa CBOjOT Aen

co necHara ,Kade u 0a oduw, kade u Oa wemaw He

ce cpamu, He ce nnawu MakedoHey Oa cu!* Bojo
CrtojaHOBCKM € Mery HajnonynapHute U OMWUMEHM
coBpemeHun nejaun mel'y MakegoHuute Bo byrapuja u
peqoBeH rocTWMH Ha cobopute BO 4ecT Ha JaHe
CaHpaHcku. [lypn n ogkako npectaHa ga nee nyreto
He ro nywraa, ce pakyBaa, ro nosgpasyBaa, ro
rywkaa wn 6akHyBaa, My 6narogapea, My [faBaa
LIBEKUHbA, CE CNNKaa COo Hero...

3a Bpeme Ha cobOpoOT KOj nNpgormkuM gonro ©Oea
peanusnpaHmu

pasnnyHn nHMUmnaTnBn on

opraHuM3aTopuTe Kako MpodaBakbe MaKe[oHCKa
nuTepatypa, cobupame cpeacTea 3a pasnnyHKn Lenm
n cn. MapkoT BO MenHuK Kage LWITO ce ofapxysalle
cobopoT co YacoBn Gelle NMOKPUEH CO MaKedOHCKU
3HaMuhba. OpaTa 1M NecHWUTe Kako Ja HeMaa Kpa;.

Monuuwmjata cu ja BpLuelwe KOPekTHo paboTara —
NMHUMOEHTM Hemawe. MNpunagHuumMTe Ha Gyrapckartra
ApxaBHa 0e36enHOCT ro HabreygyBaa cobopoT u rm
CHMMaa NPUCYTHUTE HO MOBEKe HULITO He CMeeja aa

Hanpaear. 3Haun npobnemm Ha cobopoT Hemalue.




(Continued from page 45)

lMpobnemute ©Oea HanpaBeHM Ha
apyro mecto. U roguHaesa byrapuja
He 0O03BONU MakedoHCKU MeaMymMu Aa
npucycTeysaar Ha cobopor.
OGjacHeHMeTo — aeka opraHM3aTopoT
€ HeperncTpupaH u 3atoa He MOXe fa
ce [03BONW MPUCYCTBO Ha HOBUHapU
Belwe konky nara (TakBu 4reHOBU BO
3aKoHOT 3a Cobupute Hema), TOMKy U
rrnynoct - buenejkn Mmery
opraHusatopute  umawe  bHapem
HEKOMKy permctpupaHu. Ho
nperctaBysa W  Mpu3HaHWe  3a
HapyllyBakeTo Ha crnobogara Ha
Megnymute n MegnyMCKOTO
3aTeMHyBaH-€ MpPaBeHOo Of CTpaHa Ha
ApxaBata npotms MakegoHuute u
HWBHWUTE oOpraHusauun Bo bByrapuja.
He cnyyajHO u oBaa roguvHa nak He
Jofje HOBUHApP o4 HWUTY efeH
Oyrapckvu Meguym, HUTY Nak ce nojasu
HeKoj oA  ynTpaHaunoHanucTuTe.
Opkako He ycneaja ga He 3amonyar
Bnactute Bo byrapuja cera ce
obnaysaaTt Aa He npemonyar.

Cenak, OMO “UnunHaen” MNupuH Beke
umMa unpaTeHo NpoTeCTHO NMUCMO BO
BpCKA CO HeodaMHa OJpPXaHMOT MU
cpamHuotr  byrapcku nonuc,  go
Cosetor Ha Espona, Esponckuot

MapnameHT n O6eguHeTnTe Hauun....

CTOJKO CTOJKOB - OMO

“UnnHpen” NMupuH

MAGEDONIA
EXPORT

WWW.macedonia-export.com
WWW.macedonia-consulting.com
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They have Failed to Silence us, so now they are
Attempting to make us Inaudible

Stojko Stojkov Reports on the Annual Commemo-
rative Sandanski Gathering held on April 17" 2011
in the town of Melnik, Pirin Macedonia, Bulgaria.

The gathering in honour of Yane Sandanski (1872-
1915) has developed into a traditional manifestation
and robust signifier of the existence of Macedonians
in Pirin Macedonia and throughout Bulgaria. It is
organised annually on the date of the murder of San-
danski and Macedonians from all over Macedonia
attend in order to express their respect for this great
leader and fighter for an independent Macedonia. As
advised by a very popular Macedonian song - If | die
or disappear - Macedonians do not commemorate
the day of the death of the Lord of Pirin with tears
and solemn black attire; instead they convey their
esteem for Sandanski with song and dance and with
declarations affirming their existence and resolve to
‘win’ their rights. At present, the Sandanski gather-
ing is the largest regularly held Macedonian manifes-
tation in Bulgaria — however it had long been sub-
jected to official bans and it took over two decades of
struggle by the Macedonians of Bulgaria to make it
the “freely’ organised event it has become.

The bodies that combined to organise this year’s
gathering need to be noted: OMO “Ilinden” PIRIN,
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the Australian Macedonian Human Rights Commit-
tee (AMHRC), Macedonian Human Rights Move-
ment International (MHRMI) from Canada, the As-
sociation of Suppressed Macedonians in Bulgaria,
Traditional Macedonian Organisation VMRO
(independent), Macedonian Christian Brotherhood
“St. Prophet Elijjah”, the Cultural-Educational Asso-
ciations “Nikola Vaptsarov”, “Tsar Samuel” and
“Ilinden”, the newspaper “Narodna Volja” (“People’s
Voice”) and the bulletin “Makedonski
Glas” (“Macedonian Voice”).

In spite of the overcast sky and rain, over 1000 peo-
ple attended the gathering which began with the or-
ganisers laying wreaths and flowers by the headstone
of Sandanski’s grave and a minute’s silence in re-
spectful memory of all the Macedonians who have
died for the freedom and rights of Macedonians. This
was followed by the singing of the OMO “Ilinden”
Pirin anthem: “Macedonian People”. Dimitar Ivanov,
a member of the OMOQO’s Central Council, travelled all
the way from the northern Bulgarian town of Shu-
men to be present and delivered a stirring speech in
honour of Yane Sandanski. Well wishing messages
from “EFA Rainbow” (Vinozhito), the editor of “Nova

Zora”, Dimitri Jovanov and the “Association of Aege-
(Continued on page 48)
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an Macedonians in Bitola” were read out. Refined
artistic performances were delivered by Macedonian
folklore groups from the Pirin Macedonia towns of
Razlog, Bansko and Blagoevgrad - particularly note-
worthy was the group “Brezhanski Grandmothers”
from the village of Brezhani. A really striking part of
the program was the duet sung by Voyo Stoyanovski
and his grandson Vlatko Miladinovski; they began
their session with song: “Wherever you go, wherev-
er you travel, don’t be ashamed, don’t be afraid to
be a Macedonian!” Voyo Stoyanovski is one of the
most popular and loved modern Macedonian singers
among Macedonians in Bulgaria and is a regular
guest at the annual Sandanski Commemorative
Gathering. Indeed, upon the completion of his per-
formance, the crowd refused to let him go and show-
ered him with praise and thanks...

The park in Melnik where the gathering was held
was literally covered by Macedonian flags and the
singing and dancing seemed to go on without end.
During the course of this particularly lengthy gather-
ing, the organisers were also able to realise im-
portant initiatives in connection with the future
needs of the movement — including the dissemina-
tion of relevant literature and the raising of financial
means etc.

The police carried out their job properly — there
were no incidents this year. Servants of the Bulgari-
an state security forces observed the gathering and
filmed those present; however that was the extent of
their activity. The problems that were created were
done so at another location. This year, once again,
Bulgaria refused to permit the Macedonian media to
attend the gathering. The explanation: ‘that the or-
ganiser of the event is an unregistered body and
therefore the presence of journalists cannot be per-
mitted’, is a stupid lie — not only because there are
no such laws in Bulgaria, but also because some of
the organisations involved in managing the event,
are in fact registered. Moreover this is clearly a case
of the Bulgarian state violating media freedom and
enforcing a media blackout against Macedonians
and their organisations in Bulgaria. It was no acci-
dent, that this year again, not even one Bulgarian
journalist was present at the event. Since they have
failed to silence us, the Bulgarian authorities are

now attempting to make us inaudible...

However, OMO “Ilinden” PIRIN has already sent
protest notes in relation to the recently and dis-
gracefully staged Bulgarian census, to the Council of
Europe, the European Parliament and to the U.N...

By Stojko Stojkov, Co-gPresident of OMO “Ilinden”
PIRIN, a Macedonian political party struggling for
the rights of Macedonians in Bulgaria.

The original Macedonian version of this article was
translated to English by George Vlahov of the AMHRC.




MACEDONIAN ALLIANCE

MAED’s Election Campaign
By Eftim Mitrevski

ALEANCA MAQEDONASE

I would like to discuss the local elections in Albania, which
were held on 8 May 2011, by focusing on the campaign led
by the Macedonian Alliance for European Integration

(MAEI).

The candidate from the Macedonian Alliance gained success
in the municipality of Pustets, however this result was not
repeated in other areas where Macedonians reside — Golo
Brdo, Gora, Tirana, Elbasan, Drach, Korcha, Pogradets and
others. I realise this analysis may be unwelcome for some,
however it is with absolute sincerity that I say there is no in-
tention to negate the great results achieved. On the contrary,
my purpose is based on the idea that if the facts are not made
plain and results are not analysed, then we shall find it diffi-
cult to improve our efforts in the regions where we failed.

Let us review the situation together: why was it that the lead-
ership of the party did not have a clearly defined agreement
with the coalition partner, the governing Democratic Party; as
to how and where they would run for the elections? Why was
it that in the municipality of Trebishte, the Vice-President of
the party, Edmond Osmani, was left hanging to the last mo-
ment, not having formed a coalition with the Democratic Par-
ty, which in the end resulted in him being the candidate for
the Socialist Party? What were the reasons for this to occur in
the way that it did?

It was one year ago that the coalition partner stifled private
courses for the study of the Macedonian language to be held
in some villages in the Golo Brdo region. Now, in the same
region, the Vice-President of the Macedonian Alliance was
left out of the loop and was not a coalition partner in the
Trebishte municipality. It is my view that much of this,
though not all of it, requires very little thought and is quite
clear: the structures of the Albanian state worked to intention-
ally exclude Edmond Osmani from the coalition. For, if Os-
mani had been allowed to participate in the coalition, he
would now be the mayor of the municipality of Trebishte. In
which case, I would not have claimed that Trebishte had its
first Macedonian mayor, as the vast majority of those residing
there are in fact Macedonian; but what I would have been
able to write is that the municipality finally had a representa-
tive who would implement projects for the benefit of Mace-
donian culture, including the study of the Macedonian lan-

guage and all in perfect accord with the laws laid out by the
Albanian Ministry for Education. That, dear reader, would
have been a huge success for Macedonians throughout the
Golo Brdo region, something that had not been seen within
the area, for 63 years; as according to the Albanian state ar-
chives, the Macedonian language was in fact taught in the
Golo Brdo region from 1945-1948. ..

It is clear that the advancement of the position of Macedoni-
ans in Golo Brdo is not a minor trifle; though I cannot agree
that it is beyond us - more desire and more effort are required.
Legitimate means are available; with coordinated and perfect-
ly legal work we can achieve meaningful results. For me this
is a very sensitive and very delicate issue, we need to return to
a more productive path with concrete projects before it be-
comes too late to save the Macedonian language.

Why did we not participate in the electoral council lists in
Tirana, Elbasan and Drach? There were definitely opportuni-
ties for us to participate as a political subject and I believe that
we would have emerged victorious. For example, the county
committee in Korcha led by its dedicated president, Takyo
Grozdani and his co-workers Yovan Shkembi, Elena Sorka-
di, Yana Andoni and Yovan Filo succeeded in organising
MAEI candidates to enter the electoral lists for councils in the
towns of Korcha, Porgradets and Bilishte and indeed, in the
town of Bilishte, Elena Sorkadi and Nertilda Milolari were
elected to Council and in the municipality of Pirk we gained
MAEI councillor, Kicho Muyo. Edmond Osmani himself, in
the municipality of Trebishte, succeeded in having three
councillors elected — Rustem Osmani, Bekyir Ago and Lyeft-
er Chala.

For these excellent results, enormous thanks must be given to
Mr. George Atanasoski, the Australian Macedonian Human
Rights Committee (AMHRC) and Macedonian Human
Rights Movement International (MHRMI) from Canada. On
the other hand, if one converses with the MAEI activists in
Korcha, Pogradets, Bilishte and elsewhere, they will tell you
that they received no support from MAEI headquarters. This
is a serious lapse. In spite of this lapse, the county committee
in Korcha received a respectable 1,270 votes; however from
the Mala Prespa region, MAEI only gained 780 votes and yet

(Continued on page 50)
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this whole area possesses 3,500 voters who are all Macedoni-
an!

With great fanfare, propagandistic material, music and singers
of folk songs, there came to Mala Prespa members of parlia-
ment from both Albania and Macedonia — the first group told
us to cut short the spread of Macedonianism and the second,
congratulated us on what we had already achieved. However,
that does not explain the poor result - either the party leader-
ship did not do its job properly or something is amiss with the
voters. ..

In comparison, I would here like to mention the party belong-
ing to the Chams in Albania — even though their party was
formed less than a year ago, it gained 75,000 votes from the
whole of Albania in total. The vast majority of Chams left the
Democratic and Socialist parties and joined their own party.
The Chams, with great determination, disciplined organisa-
tional structures and in cooperation with an institution they
formed in order to analyse their national question, have made
enormous progress in a very short space of time.

‘We need to learn from them.

A realistic analysis of our current situation tells us that we did
not have a clear agreement with our coalition partner and that
the leadership of MAEI does not have a definite program in
connection with where and how to operate; if the party had
fielded candidates on all levels for local government, it is cer-
tain that it would have gained far superior successes.

I think the party leadership needs to recognise these omissions
as an error; the successes are to be congratulated but immedi-
ate concrete measures need to be implemented in order to
avoid the mistakes made in this last election campaign. There
is no point in passing over these problems with silence; there
is no time for false pride.

They took Delight in Discovering Us and then They For-
got about Us:

Our Relations with the Republic of Macedonia

Dear reader, | am quite certain that many in the Republic of
Macedonia, prior to 1990, were not even aware that signifi-
cant numbers of Macedonians inhabit Albania. However after
their initial delight in discovering our existence, the majority
quickly forgot about us.

The Macedonian republic needs to widen its present narrow
focus and end its inequitable practices when it comes to the
Macedonians in Albania. Moreover, the involvement of Mac-
edonian governments in the cultural life of Macedonians
(whether they be Orthodox or Muslim) in Albania should be

standardised via clearly delineated procedures, so as to main-
tain a consistency that will apply, irrespective of which politi-
cal party is in power.

At present, Macedonians in the rural areas of Golo Brdo and
Gora and those in urban centres like Tirana, Drach and El-
basan, are neglected — they too would like to travel to Mace-
donia on sponsored tours and view the beauty of Ohrid; they
too would like to receive aid in order to learn the Macedonian
language; they too would like to obtain scholarships for high-
er education in Macedonia and indeed then they will begin to
become prouder of their Macedonian background.

The villages in the counties of Gora and Trebishte would also
enjoy, like others, receiving assistance for the organisation of
an annual Macedonian folkloric festival — indeed an event
like this in the vicinity of Trebishte would engage the partici-
pation of 32 villages! The Macedonians in these regions too,
like to listen to and sing Macedonian folk songs composed
and performed by stars like Vaska Ilieva, Petranka Kostadi-
nova and Nikola Badev — just give them the opportunity and
they will reveal a powerful pride in their Macedonian cultural
background.

Dear Republic of Macedonia, there are many Macedonian
cultural projects that we can cooperate on, but we cannot
waste any more time — every hour that passes with inaction
leads to the danger of an atrophy of Macedonian culture in
Albania...it was only 20 years ago when the dictatorship end-
ed here and then you discovered us with delight and we be-
lieved in you. It was at that very point dear Republic of Mace-
donia that you needed to implement serious measures for the
development of Macedonian culture in Albania, however you
did not view matters the way we did...if we had acted in
unison, great things could have been achieved, but the truth is
that you have neglected the issue of the rights of Macedoni-
ans in Albania.

Dear reader, do not think that I am trying to escape responsi-
bility for our failings here in Albania, I have already highlight-
ed these and I firmly believe that with more definitely coordi-
nated collective action, we can save Macedonian culture in
general and the Macedonian language in particular. I also
want to make it clear to everyone that when one speaks of the
Macedonians in Albania that does not just mean Mala Prespa
— 1t means the Macedonians in Albania as a whole, because
Macedonians live in Golo Brdo, Gora and Tirana too!

Eftim Mlitrevski — member of MAEI
and. editor in chief of the newspaper “Phespa”.

Translated from Macedonian to English by
George Vlahov of the AMHRC.




AUSTRALIAN MAGEDONIAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE

in cooperation with

Macedonian Community of WA (Inc) | Macedonian Community of Adelaide and South Australia Inc
Aegean Macedonian Association of Australia Inc. | Macedonian Community Council of llawarra Inc.

PULOE U B
AN BEABZDUME SN HIBEES ATIISTS

Folklore Group “BELOMORTSI”

"' w! fl A This experienced group of Macedonian folkloric
/ dancers consists of ten performers from various parts
of Aegean Macedonia including Lerinsko, Solunsko,
Negusko, Kajlarsko and elsewhere.

Editor of Nova Zora, the
pro-Macedonian monthly
newspaoper distributed
throughout Aegean
Macedonia and beyond

Spokesperson of the Greek
Helsinski Monitor,an
Athens based human rights
organisation defending the
rights of Macedonians and

. pandn AShlakﬂV other minorities,

Dimitri Jovanov Recently elected President of the villoge of Ovchareni, Lerinsko Dr. Fanayntn Dimitras
and member of the leadership of EFA-Rainbow (Vinozhito).

EVENT DATES

MELBOURNE (AMHRC 28th Annual Dinner Dance)

Saturday 13 August 2011, 6:30pm start at Grand Neret Receptions, 19 Salicki Ave, Epping
Three course meal, alcoholic beverages, live music and more!

Tickets: AMHRC Office - (03) 9329 8960 or 0431 056 353 or info@macedonianhr.org.au

SYDNEY (Aegean Macedonian Association of Australia Inc. in cooperation with the AMHRC)
Sunday 14 August 2011, 7:00pm start at Hurstville Entertainment Centre (Marana Auditorium), 16 MacMahon St, Hurstville
Three course meal, alcoholic beverages, live music, local dancing groups and more!

Tickets: Dragan Razmovski - 0412 944 376 or Risto Langov - 0404 376 467

WOLLONGONG (Macedonian Community Council of lllawarra Inc. in cooperation with the AMHRC)
Monday 15 August 2011, 6:30pm start at "Sun Lounge” - Macedonian Orthodox Church St Dimitrija Solunski, 8-14 Stewart Street, Wollongong
Tickets: Mendo Trajcevski - 0439 752 227 or mendo@muwainc.org; llce Karamacoski - 0438 727 843 or . karamac@hotmail.com

PERTH (Macedonian Community of WA Inc. in cooperation with the AMHRC)
Saturday 20 August 2011, 7:30pm start at the Macedonian Community Centre of WA, 1 Macedonia Place, North Perth
Tickets: Chris Terpou - (08) 9328 7852 or admin@macedoniawa.com.au

ADELAIDE (Macedonian Community of Adelaide and South Australia Inc. in cooperation with the AMHRC)
Sunday 21 August 2011, 3:00pm start at the Macedonian Community Centre, 148 Crittenden Road, Findon
Tickets: Vasko Tanevyski - 0412 076 514 or tanevskv@gmail.com
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The Right to
Self-Determination
and the

Victorian Human
Rights Charter

By Vasko Nastevski

The following article is a
paper submitted by the
Australian Macedonian
Human Rights Committee
(AMHRC) on 7/6/2011 to a
Victorian Parliamentary
Review on the Charter of
Human Rights and Respon-
Sioiities Act 2006 (Vic)
(Charter).
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Summary

The experience of the Macedonian Community in Australia provides
clear justification for the inclusion of the right to self-determination in
the Charter.

Macedonians have been subjected to very specific acts by different lev-
els of Government in Australia that have threatened the enjoyment of
the right to self determination of the Macedonian community on both
an individual and collective level.

Whilst the right to self-determination in the context of Australia is gen-
erally viewed in light of its application and affect on Indigenous Aus-
tralians, as will be demonstrated below, the inherent value of the right
to self-determination does also have relevance to other individuals and
communities.

Development of the concept of self-determination

History records a common reference to the principle of self-
determination as being a right afforded to ‘nations’. Ernest Gellner
provides two basic measures of what is meant by ‘nation’ or ‘nations’
and which is essential in order to be able to talk about the right to self-
determination of nations; firstly where a shared culture exists, culture
being explained in terms of a system of ideas, association, behaviour
and communication amongst people, then these people who share
these common traits can be said to form a nation and secondly; people
are also of the same nation if they recognize each other as belonging to
the same nation (Gellner, 1983: 7).

Self-determination has been associated simultaneously and principally
with the concept of the nation state, thus if a ‘nation’ is disillusioned
and unhappy within a given state then the ‘nation’ will naturally seek
some form of self-aggrandisement and ultimately the creation of their
own ‘nation state’. This view, which sequentially sets out the events
leading to self-determination for ‘nations’, relies on the relatively con-
temporary notion of nationalism. It is based fundamentally on the the-
ory that self-determination is the logical conclusion to the historical
development of a group of peoples’ national consciousness. But rather
than awakening a dormant nation, nationalism as Gellner prescribes,
is simply ‘the consequence of a new form of social organization, based
on deeply internalised, education-dependent high [literate] cul-
tures’ (Gellner, 1983: 48) and relying particularly on cultural homoge-

neity.

The premise that draws together nations with feelings of nationalism
and the inevitable aspiration of national self-determination can partly
be explained by the proposition of ‘entrenched parochial sentiment’. A
psychological force exists that affects human beings’ desire in a way so

(Continued on page 53)
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that they associate primarily with their immediate famil-
iar group members. This so-called urge to parochialism
‘suggests a political structure which satisfies an emo-
tional need for self-government while avoiding the dan-
gers and awkwardness involved in association with
other, dissimilar, groups’ (Buchheit, 1978: 2). Buchheit
suggests that it is because of the distinct absence of vol-
untary association or disassociation, that self-
determination has manifested itself so resoundingly in
the twentieth century as the ‘primary expression of dis-
approval of involuntary political association’ (Buchheit,
1978:3).

Historians and international lawyers alike trace the ori-
gins of the principle of self-determination to the Ameri-
can Declaration of Independence in 1776 and the French
Revolution in 1789. Antonio Cassese affirms that these
events mark a definitive demise in the notion that the
individual and peoples were simply objects of the ruling
monarch and accordingly utilised by the ruler or Head of
State purely for his/her interests. A new insistence
emerged that the government be responsible to the peo-
ple (Cassese, 1995: 11).

United States’ President Woodrow Wilson is seen as one
of the early proponents of the principle of self-
determination. His thoughts on the subject developed
from a Western demaocratic theory standpoint within the
paradigm that existed post World War I. Wilson promul-
gated the idea of consent and a right of peoples to choose
their government, thus he saw self-determination as
meaning self-government. This doctrine became popu-
larly known as ‘Wilsonian self-determination’ (Cassese,
1995: 19). Wilson further conceived the principle of self-
determination and the protection of minorities as a di-
rect corollary. He attempted to include a provision in the
League of Nations Covenant that afforded ‘all racial or
national minorities ... exactly the same treatment and
security, both in law and in fact, that is accorded to the
racial or national majority.” However, this ‘minorities’
provision did not make it into the final text of the Cove-
nant, instead the protection of minorities was left to vari-
ous minorities’ treaties, which basically applied the prin-
ciple of reciprocity, meaning, 1 protect your minority,
you protect my minority’ (Thornberry, 1980: 429-430).

The principle of self-determination went from the main-
ly rhetorical space it occupied during the League of Na-
tions to a period in which it would be considered as a
positive human right under the auspices of the United
Nations. The Charter of the United Nations provides the
overarching theme for the right to self-determination
under Article 1, which reads:

To develop friendly relations among nations
based on respect for the principle of equal rights
and self-determination of peoples, and to take
other appropriate measures to strengthen uni-
versal peace (Charter of the United Nations and

Statute of the International Court of Justice,
Article 1(2)).

What is noteworthy in the UN Charter is the reference to
‘peoples’ in the framework of the right to self-
determination, which suggests some application of the
principle of self-determination outside the scope of the
‘state’. The terms ‘state’, ‘nation’ and ‘people’ are all used
in the UN Charter. Whilst the term ‘nation’ is broad
enough to apply to all political entities including ‘states’,
the term ‘peoples’ refers to ‘groups of human beings who
may, or may not, comprise states or na-
tions’ (Thornberry, 1989: 871).

For the purposes of applying current international law in
respect to the right of self-determination it is important
to make a distinction between ‘nations’ and ‘peoples’. On
one view, the definition of nations consists of an entire
citizen body of a state, therefore presupposing thatall the
nationals of the state form the nation. In each state there
is one nation, and this is why the terms ‘state’ and
‘nation’ have become practically interchangeable. But
within the compass of one state and one nation there can
exist several peoples, large and small (Dinstein, 1976:
103-104). Therefore, on this understanding ‘peoples’ can
be interpreted to include groups other than political and
legal entities such as states or administrative units within
states.

There are both objective and subjective components to
determining who the ‘self is in ‘self-determination’ or
otherwise who the ‘peoples’ are that have a right to self-
determination. As a minimum, members of a group
have to think of themselves as being distinct, whereas to
satisfy the objective component, they must have certain
common characteristics such as language, history or reli-
gion (Hannum, 1990: 35). The ‘peoples’ have to have
some commonality of history, language, religion, geo-
graphical connection, commerce, philosophy or other
cultural aspects, so as to provide a group identity. They
must be sufficiently in number to warrant being termed
as ‘peoples’, they need a will to be seen as separate and
distinct ‘people’ and have institutions that can give for-
mality to this will (Kirby, 1993: 342-343).

The adoption of the 1960 Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Territories and Peoples saw
the principle of self-determination begin to become a
right to self-determination (especially for peoples be-
longing to colonial territories). The Declaration pro-
claims a necessity for ‘bringing to a speedy and uncondi-
tional end colonialism in all its forms and manifesta-
tions’ (Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples, dec 6). The Declaration
seems wary of creating potentially chaotic situations by
inspiring any claims to self-determination outside imme-
diate relevance to colonial territories. The premise of the
Declaration therefore, seemingly being self-government.
UN Resolution 1541 itself obliges states to continue re-
porting on any colonial territories until ‘a territory and
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its people attain a full measure of self-
government’ (Principles which should
guide Members in determining whether or
not an obligation exists to transmit the in-
formation called for under Article 73e of
the Charter, pr2).

By maintaining the territorial integrity of
the country it provides for a transition to
self-government for all the inhabitants of
that territory. This was further reinforced in
the Western Sahara Case heard before the
International Court of Justice (ICJ), which
advocated a right of the people of a colonial
territory to determine under whose rule or
which rules they wish to live. Self-
determination was generally seen by most
countries as ending with the independence
of colonial peoples, consequently not being
accorded to nationalities or minorities
(Fawcett, 1979: 5). In these circumstances
minorities facing disadvantage become
obliged to search for justice within the
boundaries of existing states (Thornberry,
1991: 10). This perhaps presumes that there
might be some application of the right as
internal self-determination’. This term is
used to refer to the different forms of self-
government or separateness achieved by
minority groups, as a degree of self-
determination, within the boundaries of the
state they inhabit rather than through se-
cession, and within the overriding political
system of that state (Steiner and Alston,
2000: 1249 & 1289). By entitling ‘All peo-
ples’ to freely determine’ their political sta-
tus and to freely pursue’ their economic,
social and cultural development it suggests
that the peoples are able to determine who
their legislators and political leaders will be,
without undue influence from the state
(Cassese, 1995: 52-53). However, whilst this
internal self-determination’ doctrine gives
the right to the population of sovereign
states to determine their own form of gov-
ernment, it does not advocate that the pop-
ulation has a right to vote for independence.
This interpretation of self-determination
only means having the right to participate
in the political processes of a given state
(Rabertson, 2000: 150).

The UN Covenants: Self-—
Determination and the Individual

Probably the most important documents in
relation to international human rights law
are the two Covenants approved in 1966,

namely the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the Inter-
national Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights (ICESCR). In relation
to self-determination, both Covenants open
with an identical Article 1 that mirrors Dec-
laration 2 in the 1960 Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Ter-
ritories and Peoples:

All peoples have the right of self-
determination. By virtue of that
right they freely determine their
political status and freely pursue
their economic, social and cultural
development (International Cove-
nant on Civil and Political Rights
and International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, art 1).

Given the supposed universal applicability
of these two human rights treaties, a sug-
gestion may be made that the reference to
‘All peoples’ in both documents, might well
indicate that the right to self-determination
could be applied outside of the de-
colonisation process and incorporate peo-
ples other than those in formerly colonial
territories. Indeed, to limit the application
of the principle of self-determination only to
newly de-colonised peoples would have
confined the right ... most narrowly. ... The
notion that cultural and national identity is
limited, for the purposes of the peoples’
right to self-determination, to formerly
colonial states cannot be accepted ... [ift
also denies the generality of the language
of the [UN] Charter, the Universal Decla-
ration and [importantly] the Cove-
nants’(Kirby, 1993: 342).

Given that self-determination is a human
right incorporated into United Nations hu-
man rights instruments and if we accept
that it has application to individuals, it is
necessary to then consider its relevance to
individuals as part of a broader community,
especially in relation to its association with
self-identity. Article 27 of the ICCPR pro-
vides a statement of rights that are essential
to the defence of minority identity and thus
encapsulates the Tight to an identity’. It
represents ‘the essence of the case for mi-
norities within the corpus of human rights
- the claim to distinctiveness’ (Thornberry,
1993: 6). The Article reads as follows:

(Continued on page 55)




In those states in which ethnic, religious or lin-
guistic minorities exist, persons belonging to
such minorities shall not be denied the right, in
community with the other members of their
group, to enjoy their own culture, to profess and
practice their own religion, or to use their lan-
guage (International Covenant on Civil and Po-
litical Rights, art 27).

Article 27 does not grant these rights specifically to mi-
norities as an unequivocal collective right, but instead to
persons belonging to such minorities. This is explained
by the reluctance of states ‘to concede rights to collectivi-
ties which may come to rival the state it-
self (Thomberry, 1989: 880). If the right of self-
determination means the right to cultural, economic and
political development then the right to identify as be-
longing to a particular ethnicity, religious denomination
or linguistic group must form the basis of self-
determination for the individual. Ethnic self-
identification is an important component of self-
determination (Kallen, 1996: 113-123), moreover, lan-
guage and identity are related to self-determination to
the extent that our mother tongues form and are sym-
bols of our identity, despite any physical and psychologi-
cal changes over time (Skutnabb-Kangas, 1996: 124-
132).

The value of these cultural identity rights cannot be fully
appreciated by the individual without being able to share
in the enjoyment of these interests with others
(McDonald, 1998: 316-319). The UN Human Rights
Committee similarly determined that even though the
rights protected ... are individual rights, they depend in
turn on the ability of the minority group to maintain its
culture, language and religion. Accordingly, positive
measures by the States may also be necessary to protect
the identity of a minority and the rights of its members
to enjoy and develop their culture ... in community with
other members of the group’ (Human Rights Commit-
tee, General Comment 23: The Rights of Minorities, pa-
ra6.2).

The UN Human Rights Committee clarifies that ‘the per-
sons designed to be protected [by Article 27] are those
who belong to a group and who share in common a
culture’ (Human Rights Committee, General Comment
23: The Rights of Minorities, para 5.1). In order to enjoy
ones culture, it must be understood that this includes the
right to belong to a particular ethnic identity, which is
defined by the cultural group itself. The right to an iden-
tity must remain a key element in any overall system to
protect minorities’ (Thornberry, 1991: 141) and ‘what is
at stake is the ability of ethnic minorities to preserve
their cultural identity and their cultural inheritance,
their own culture’ (Thornberry, 1991: 141). Accordingly,
it recognises that the right to an identity is implicit in Ar-
ticle 27.

The UN Human Rights Committee has recognised the

need to preserve the identity of particular groups
(Sandra Lovelace v Canada CCPR/C/R.6/24, 29 De-
cember 1977, para 17) and has held that ‘objective ethnic
criteria in determining membership of a minority’
should not be ignored (Kitok v Sweden CCPR/
C/197/1985 27 July 1988, para 9.7). A Government’s
manipulation of an ethnic identity is not compatible with
the human right to self-determination.

Article 27 has also inspired the United Nations Declara-
tion on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or
Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities. Whilst it is
not a binding instrument, it does establish standards to
which states should aspire (Cooper, 2003: 28). At the
outset, Article 1 asserts that:

States shall protect the existence and the nation-
al or ethnic ... identity of minorities ... and shall
encourage conditions for the promotion of that
identity (Declaration on the Rights of Persons
Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and
Linguistic Minorities, art 1).

The cultural and ethnic dimensions of existence are fun-
damental to the Declaration, since ethnic minorities
could be effectively denied their existence through differ-
entgovernment policies (Thornberry, 1993: 20).

The right to self-determination and the Macedo-
nian Community in Australia

The Macedonian community, like all other immigrant
populations in Australia represents a culturally unique
group of people. However, it has found itself in a particu-
larly unequal position as compared to other minorities,
as the only ethnic group in contemporary Australia to
have its identity negated and its right to self-
determination thwarted through institutionalised
measures implemented at both the State and Federal
Government levels.

Macedonians in Australia have had their existential basis
negated at three levels:

e Asregards the manner in which those who originate
from the Republic of Macedonia have their country
of birth labelled, namely ‘FYROM’ (Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia);

e The implementation by the Federal Government of
an inaccurate and offensive nomenclature Directive
whereby Macedonians that originate from the Re-
public of Macedonia have been renamed ‘Slav Mace-
donian’, and Macedonians that originate from con-
temporary countries outside Macedonia (eg: Greece,
Bulgaria, Albania etc...), have been categorised as
‘individuals associated to Slav-Macedonians’, there-
by not even being afforded their own ‘ethnic identi-
ty’, rather denigrated as mere associates (Ethnicity
Directive); and

(Continued on page 56)
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e The implementation by the State Government of Vic-
toria of an equally inaccurate and similarly offensive
nomenclature directive whereby the language of the
Macedonian people was renamed to that of
‘Macedonian Slavonic’ (Language Directive) (See
Endnote).

All three levels of institutionalised negation of a Macedo-
nian identity have, and continue to have a detrimental
effect on the Macedonian Community. An appeal to self-
determination in Australia by the Macedonian commu-
nity has not met the interests of this community, espe-
cially as no such right has been formalised by statute ena-
bling direct recourse. Currently it has a racial qualifier
imposed on it by the Federal Government against its
wishes. The ‘Slav’ prefix adopted by the government to
define individuals belonging to this group is discrimina-
tory and racist. It not only continues the de-humanising
experience encountered by individuals from this com-
munity in their country of birth, having faced forced as-
similation and denial of the existence of their ethnicity,
but it knowingly refuses the community its right to self-
identification. Self-determination is a human right that
can afford the Macedonian Community (or any other
individual or Community) the relevant protection from
enforced nomenclatures that deny that individual or
Community their existential basis, by adoption of the
principle of self-identification.

Currently, the Macedonian community appears to be
treated differently to any other community, as no other
group is subject to qualification of their ethnic identity. In
comparison, other ethnic groups have ‘recognition, en-
Joyment and exercise’ of their rights without any govern-
ment directives effectively re-naming their ethnic identi-
ty. This should not be possible and by including the right
to self-determination in the Charter and giving individu-
als the ability seek recourse by invoking such a right as a
direct cause of action, would provide affected individuals
with the ability to seek the exercise of this important
right. Incorporation of the right to self-determination
within the Charter will provide legal protection for this
important human right. There should be no room for any
individual or community to be the subject of such an ex-
istential threat.

Conclusion

The right of people to self-determination is now an ac-
cepted international human rights principle that is often
referred to. It is extensively documented within interna-
tional treaties and conventions, forms the basis of various
Declarations and Resolutions, which makes it the subject
of regular appeal by people. The right to self-
determination is a principle that can apply according to
existing individual circumstances. Whilst the antecedents
to the right were based around the concept of some terri-
torial equation, therefore offering ‘peoples’ the right to

form a legal and political entity based on the common
aspirations and characteristics shared by the ‘peoples’, it
now also provides rights to minority groups being perse-
cuted or discriminated against by the majority ruling
group within existing states.

In Australia, the effect of Government directives that
have impacted on the existence of members of the Mace-
donian Community is inconsistent with the right to self-
determination. Any manipulation of the name of the eth-
nic identity of the Macedonian community, even for ad-
ministrative purposes, is to deny the Macedonian com-
munity recognition of their human right to self-
identification. The Committee on the Elimination of Ra-
cial Discrimination has stated clearly that the ways in
which individuals are identified as being members of a
particular ethnic group is to be based upon self-
identification by the individual concerned’ (CERD Gen-
eral Recommendation V111, Identification with a partic-
ular racial or ethnic group (Art.1, par.1 & 4)). According-
ly, there should be explicit acknowledgment that the self-
ascription the community upholds is to be treated as be-
ing valid. Manipulating the name of a Community intro-
duces a new label for the community and the one based
on self-identification essentially ceases to exist. This has
the effect of nullifying or impairing the recognition of the
right to self-identify.

The application of the right to self-determination (for
individuals) is manifested through the broader cultural
group, especially through the ancillary right to self-
identification. One of ‘the most sacred rights of humani-
ty is to be ourselves and be in control of the making of
ourselves. Our group identity and control over our lives
is symbolised by the name we associate with our-
selves’ (Broome, 1991: 45). The ‘recognition of a people’s
fundamental right to self-determination must include
the right to self-definition and to be free from control
and manipulation’. This includes the ‘right to inherit the
collective identity of one’s people and to transform that
identity creatively according to the self-defined aspira-
tions of one’s people’ (Dodson, 1994: 6). Any attempt at
(re)defining an ethnic identity that has been freely cho-
sen by those individuals is inconsistent with international
human rights standards.

The Macedonian community appears to be treated dif-
ferently to any other community, as no other group is
subject to qualification of their ethnic identity. In com-
parison, other ethnic groups have ‘recognition, enjoy-
ment and exercise’ of their rights without any govern-
ment directives effectively re-naming their ethnic identi-
ty. Other groups have ‘recognition, enjoyment and exer-
cise’ of their identity on a different and unequal footing to
that of the Macedonian community.

It is unacceptable for Government to impose offensive
nomenclature on individuals or on an entire community
that effectively questions their very existence. No ethnic

(Continued on page 57)
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group should be required to justify their ethnicity. No
individual or community in Australia should be placed in
a position of permanent social and cultural disad-
vantage.

Enrlnihi:

Following successful legal action by the AMHRC (in con-
junction with the Macedonian Teachers Association of
Victoria), the Language Directive was ultimately de-
clared unlawful under the Racial Discrimination Act
1975 (Cth), see Australian Macedonian Human Rights
Committee (Inc) v State of Victoria H97/189 (2000)
HREQOC (8 September 2000) (Alexander Street

SC).

By Vasko Nastevski — AMHRC
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RELATED ORGANISATIONS

The AMHRC is part of an international Macedonian network that spans Australia, North
America and Europe, including:

EUROPEAN FREE ALLIANCE
RAINBROW

|H.EH EDPHJ

HAPOOHA Fl

BO.LIA

MACEDONIAN ALLIANCE FOR EUROPEAN INTEGRATION
The political party of the Macedonians in Albania

Website www.macedoniansinalbania.org

AUSTRALIAN MACEDONIAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE

Address Suite 106, Level 1

55 Flemington Rd

North Melbourne, 3051
Telephone +613 9329 8960
Email info@macedonianhr.org.au
Website www.macedonianhr.org.au

EUROPEAN FREE ALLIANCE—RAINBOW

Address Stephanou Dragoumi 11
PO Box 51, 53100 Florina/Lerin,
Greece

Telephone +30 23850 46548

Email vinozito@otenet.gror
rainbow@vinozito.gr

Website WwWw.vinozito.gr

MACEDONIAN HUMAN RIGHTS MOVEMENT INTERNATIONAL

Address 157 Adelaide St. West, Suite 434
Toronto, Canada M5H 4E7

Telephone 1416 8507125

Email info@mhrmi.org

Website www.mhrmi.org

OMO ILINDEN PIRIN

Address Bulgaria, Blagoevgrad 2700

Zk ‘Elenovo’bl 6 v. Bar. 6

p.k. Mechkaroovi
Email omo_ilinden_pirin@yahoo.com
Website www.omoilindenpirin.org

MACEDONIAN SOCIETY “ILINDEN” TIRANA
A Macedonian cultural association in Tirana, Albania

Website www.ilinden-tirana.com

NOVA ZORA
A pro-Macedoniannewspaper based in Aegean Macedonia, Greece, edited by Dimitri Jovanov and
with aprinted circulation of 20,000 copies per month

Website novazora.gr

NARODNAVOLJA
A Pro-Macedonian newspaper based in Pirin Macedonia, Bulgaria, edited by Jan Pirinski and
Stojko Stojkov. The first edition was published in 1980.

Website www.narodnavolja.com

ABOUT
THE

AMHRC

Established in
1984 the
Australian
Macedonian
Human Rights
Committee is a
nongovernmental
organization that
informs and
advocates to
governments,
international
institutions and
broader
communities
about combating
racism and
promoting human
rights. Our
aspiration is to
ensure that
Macedonian
communities and
other excluded
groups
throughout the
world are
recognised,
respected and
afforded
equitable
treatment.
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